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MISS RAVENSWORTH. 


LETTER: I. 


Miſs HenRIETTA SEAGROVE, 
To Miſs CHARLoTTE DANBY. 


HI my dear CHART OT TE, I have 

actually found out the reaſon of 
my father's ſo unaccountably removing 
me from London at this dead time of the 
year to Mr, RavensworkTH's. He was 
apprized of my engagements to Captain 
Yor. I, B CRo8BY, 
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Crossy, and is determined to oppoſe 
them; but how, he is come to the know- 
ledge of theſe circumſtances, I own ſur- 
prizes me not aſlittle; this is the con- 
ſequence of diſobedience; but ſuch a 
man! oh! ChARLONW TE, who cauld re- 
ſiſt him. He is in every reſpect an equal 
match for me, only, the unfortunate diſ- 
agreement between the families, makes 
my father ſo much againſt it. 

I hoped, that time would bring about 
a reconciliation, for indeed I never in- 
tended to marry witffout the conſent of 
my worthy. parents; but now I have every 
thing to fear, Tell Captain Crospy, 
however, where I am, (for you know 
they did not give me time before I left 
London) and tell him, that tho” they may 
Hinder me from being his, they ſhall never 
bree me to give either my hand or heart 
ao another, To ſee him is impoſſible, I 
am ſo cloſely watched, that I cannot ſtir 
anne ſome of the family to attend me. 
3 | Tho' 
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Tho' they pretend it is out of mere 
Civility, yet 1 too plainly fee the motives 
of ſuch uncommon complaiſance. You 
will, perhaps, wonder how in ſuch @ 
family, and ſo remote. a place, I:come to 
the knowledge of theſe events: I will 
proceed to give you an account of (the 
Whole affair, exactly as it happened. —I 
believe you was preſent when my papa 
told me, that an old friend of his had ſo 
ſtrenuouſſy deſired my company ſor a fe 
months at H... „ that he knew my 
ſerious turn, and *that I was not much 
attached to the pleaſures of the town, he 
could not with any degree of propriety 
refuſe. him. 

As I had -often heard him talk of Mr. 
RAVENSWORTH, and knew they were 
upon a wiſit at our houſe, when I was 
with you and your good aunt at .. ., 
J could not, indeed, I dutſt not Gy any 
thing againſt it, as yau know how. poſitive 
y papa is when he is once thoraughiy 
B 2 determined. 
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determined, That night, I took leave of 
you, but had not an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to you alone, and the next day 
about noon brought me to this venerable 
manhon, which indeed is a very plea- 
fant one. 

I was politely received by the whole 
family; which conſiſts of Mr. Ravens- 
WORTH, a very well looking old gentle- 
man, about ſixty; his wife, a lady of 
near the ſame age ; their daughter, an old 
maid about forty, and their grand- 
daughter, a pretty young girl about ſix- 
teen ; but perhaps, a ſet of more different 
characters never yet exifted together in 
one family, which is the cauſe of per- 
petual uncafineſs among them. 

The old gentleman, is both covetous and 
| paſſionate to an amazing degree: all his 
ideas of happineſs centering in money; 
and as he is very rich, one might natural- 
ly ſuppoſe him to be poſſeſſed of that 
bleſſing, which ſo many ſees aſter in 
; vain; 
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vainz but on the contrary, the continual 
ſear he is in of diminiſhing his fortune; 
and the agonies he feels for every far- 
thing which is expended in the houſe, 
render him more truly wretched than the 
beggar who ſeeks his living from door to 
door. Mrs. RavenswoRTH is a moſt 
worthy and benevolent woman ; generous 
where ſhe ſees a real object of charity, 
and poſſeſſed of a moſt excellent heart, 
but tinctured with a little pride, which to 
a ſtranger is rather diſguſting, but when 
one becomes acquainted with her, ſhe 
really appears and is perfectly amiable ; 
ſhe doats upon her grand-daughter almoſt 
to a fault. —Miſs MARTHA, her daugh- 
ter, is the picture of ill- nature and envy, 
and is indeed (as EMIL v ſays) in every 
ſenſe of the word, an Old Maid: ſhe 
moſt heartily hates her pretty niece, who 
is really handſome, genteel and ſenſible, 
but from too great indulgence has many 
faults, which, tho' one cannot help think- 

B 3 ing 
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ing ſuch; ſhe turns off in à manner ſo 
peculiar to herſelf, that it is difficult to 
be offended: at them; among theſe, an 
uncommon ſhare of levity is not the 
leaſt ; but more years and- experience, will 
E doubt not make her a moſt amiable 
woman, as ſhe is really miſtreſs of a good 
underſtanding, and a great ſhare of good- 
nature, | 

After having paid me the uſual com- 
pt:ments' at coming in, Mr. Ravens- 
woRTH' retired into his ſtudy, and left 
me in company with the ladies; Mrs. 
RavensworRTH (after having recom- 
mended it to the young ladies to enter- 
tain me) took a book and began to read, 
as ſhe is ſeldom without one in her hand, 
except by candle light, when the family 
begin to be alittle more ſocial, and Miſs 
Maxrna, who is an eternal workwoman, 
and makes it a rule never to comply with 
any one requeſt her mamma makes her, 
applied herſelf more cloſely than ever to 
her 
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her needle, and ſat without onde attempt. 
ing to begin any kind off converſation, — 
Miſs Emily, who had been at work, but 
left offf at my entrance, ſut likewiſe wick 
out ſpeaking ; ſo that youu! may imagine D 
was among ſtrangers rather aulkewardly 
ſituated : after about an hour's {jlenes; 
which was only - interrupted by EMW 
now and then aſkingy. if b had a pleaſunt 
Journey ? if the roads were good? and fo 
forth, ſhe,. poor thing, as much upon the 
fidgets as myſelf, cried out at laſt, Aunt 
Parr v, is it agreeable for you to take 4 
walk, and! ſhew Miſs Sgaowove the 
garden; if not, I will, or elſe ſhe may/ 
ſtand ſome chance of being in the vapours, 
if ſhe is entertained in this agreeable man- 
ner much longer. This was only an- 
ſwered by Miſs PaTTY's turning her head, 
with a look of contempt: You, my dear, 
who have nothing to do, ſhould, I think, 
endeavour to-amuſe the lady as much as 
you can; you can fhew' her the garden, 

B 4 and 
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and as I am buſy, ſhe will be kind enough 


to excuſe me, I bowed my aſſent; and 


the lively EmiLy replied with a ſaucy. 


. ſmile ; Don't mind her, Miſs SEACROvR, 
ſhe is an old Maid you know, and poor 
things they all have their humours : come 
ma'am, if it's agreeable, I will attend 
you, and as it is Aunt PaTTY's requeſt, 
do the beſt I can to amuſe you, 

'When we got into the garden, Miſs 
EmMiLy ſaid, Indeed, my dear Miſs Sz a- 
GROVE, happy as I muſt think myſelf 


in your company, I cannot but be ſorry. 
you are come to be buried in ſo lonely a2 


place ; eſpecially, as you ſeem not to be 
poſſeſſed of thoſe kind of ſpirits, which 
are neceſſary for thoſe who would enjoy 


the country; for my own part, I am now 


ſo uſed to it, that I prefer this place in- 
finitely before London; and when our 
family go to town, always make it my 
requeſt to be left here: but, I have a flow 


where, 


of ſpirits which make me happy any 
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where, and I never meet with any inter- 
ruption to them, but when I ſee others 
labour under a dejection, it is not in my 
power to relieve: ſo ſaying, ſhe fixed her 
eyes upon me, with a kind of expreſlive 
ſweetneſs, which I was then at a loſs to 
know the meaning of. 

The ringing of the dinner-bell gave 
us no further opportunity for converſa- 
tion; during the whole time, my heart 
was ſo full, I was unable to eat a mor- 
ſel; and when it was over, on pretence of 
indiſpoſition, I begged leave to retire to 
my apartment. 

I had not been there long, when I 
hcard a gentle tap at the door, It was 
EmMILy ; ſeeing my eyes red with crying, 
ſhe ſat down by me, and taking hold of 
my hand, faid, Miſs SEaGROvE, you 
„don't, I ſec, think me worthy of your 
„confidence; if you did, it is perhaps 
in my power to relieve you: I own, 
« from our ſhort acquaintance, I am not 

e entitled 
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«entitled to it, and yet if you knew the 
46 intereſt I take in every. thing that con- 
« cerns you, you would not be ſo much 
© upon the reſerve, I know, perhaps, 
« more of your affairs, than you are 
“willing to acquaint me with; do tell: 
* me if I can be of any ſervice to you; 
« I cannot bear to ſee you ſo diſ- 
6 treſſed.“ 

During this ſpeech the tears ſtood 
trembling in her eyes, I could not longer 


doubt either her good nature or ſincerity; 


but ſome part of what ſhe ſaid ſtaggered 
meg a good deal; what affairs of mine 
could ſhe be acquainted with ? 

She did not keep me long in ſuſpence, 
but told me what I have already mentioned 
to you, and the ſtrict charge there was 
laid on the whole family to have a watch 
over me. I was now, if poſſible, more 
wretched than ever; and were it not for 
this ſweet girl, I ſhould not even have it in 
my power to diſcloſe the agonies of my heart 
to 


MISS RAVENSWORTH. 14 


he to my dear ſympathizing CARLO YR; 
ſhe undertakes the charge of this, and 
you muſt direct your anſwer under cover 
to her, 

Amiable as ſhe is, her vivacity really, is 
almoſt too much for me, ſometimes, (tho 
in the main, it is perhaps of ſervice to me) 
ſhe will be my bedfellow, and it ſeems, 
as ſhe in general chuſes to lay alone, I-was 


ot to have half of Miſs PaTTY's bed: there 
zer has been a curious diſpute about it this 
73 afternoon, I'll aſſure you, ſays EMH v, 


Aunt PArry, you are not to have the 
honour of Miſs SEAGROvE's company for 
a bedfellow to-night, . I have given her 
an invitation to lay with me. Indeed 
EmiLy,, ſays Mrs. RavenswoRTn, you 
are a moſt whimſical girl; ſometimes, 
when we have been fo full of company, 
as to be forced to get beds out of the houſe, 
you would not ſo much as lay with your 
Aunt Parry, to make room; and now, 
that there is no kind of neceſſity, you 
chuſe 
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chuſe to take this young laily, who upon 
the whole, will be much better diſpoſed 
of with your Aunt, as you are ſuch a 
troubleſome girl, that ſhe can have no reſt | 
with you. Why lord, now grandmama, 
do you ſincerely think that Aunt PaTTy 
is a better bedfellow than me; why, ſhe 
is fo troubleſome in her ſleep, ſhe would 
diſturb Miſs SEAGROvE all the night. 

Miſs PaT's brown complexion, began 
now to betray a ſmall tincture of the 
rouge; when, Mr. RAvensworrTH ſaid, 
with a ſevere look, Upon my word, 
EmiLy, you are extremely pert to your 
Aunt, Pert, replied Miſs PaT, I am ſure 
if I had been fo ſaucy at her age, I ſhould 
have been turned out of the room. 

Why lord, Miſs PaTTy, ſays EmiLy, 
if you don't like the room, you. may leave 
it, for I know no one here that wants 
your comp my; theſe old maids are really 
| fo peeviſn. Indeed, Sir, you ſhould 
have got my Aunt a huſband before now. 
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I will recommend to her my antiquated 
lover, Mr. HARDINVOG; don't you think 
he will ſuit her exactly. Indeed, EMILY, 
ſaid Mr, RavenswoRTH, I don't allow 
you to take theſe liberties, Your allow- 
ances to me, Sir, have always been very 
ſmall; but thoſe things you don't allow 
I am forced to take, ſo you know in the 
end it comes to the ſame thing, Upon 
my word, EMILY, you are inſufferable ; 
my dear, (to Mrs, R.) way don't you 
ſpeak to her? Nay, my dear, ſays ſhe, 
I have nothing to do with it ; ſhe never 
ſpeaks in that ſtile to me: you ſhould 


not contradict her; you know I never 


do, 

This indeed is Mrs. RavaxnsworTHn's 
greateſt foible ; for I believe it really im- 
poſſible for her to find the ſmalleſt fault 
in her . accompliſhed EmiLy. Upon my 
word, ſays the wild girl, here is a mighty 
edifying converſation about my faults, you 


really might chuſe a more entertaining 


ſubject ; 
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Il ſubjoct; I don't think I have one in the 
| world: how can you .endeavour to find 
out thoſe things which don't exiſt? Lord, 
grandpapa, you ſhould go to your ſtudy 
and mind your books; what ſignifies com- 
ing here to intorfere between me and Aunt 
PanTy: you know, if it was not for 
me ſhe'd die of the vapours. 

Mr. RavensworTH, turning up his 
eyes, ſaid, It is impoſſible, however, | 
find ever to work a reformation in you ; 
and left the room. It is indeed, CHAR- 
LOTTE, next to an impoſſibility to make 
her ſerious. 

Miſs Parr ſays, Indeed, EmiLy, if 
you don't behave yourſelf rather better, 
T-ſhall be obliged to quit the houſe, for 
I'm determined not to live under the ſame | 
roof with you. Oh! my ſweet Aunt, | 
Parry, I ſhall poſitively die if 1 lofe | 
your amiable company; don't think of 


Aeaving us, and I won't remind you of 
leading 
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leading apes for at leaſt this week to 


come, 

At this ſpeech, Miſs;PatTry out of all 
patience, roſe up to quit the room: and 
when he was gone, Mrs, Ravens- 
woRTH with great ſwectneſs, gave EMILY 
a gentle reprimand for the freedom ſhe 
took with her aunt and grand father; and 
ſhe, who is equally fond of her grand- 
mother, as the old lady can be of her, 
aſſured her, that die would cut out her 
tongue ſooner than offend her; but from 
the little I know of her, will be again 
led by a too great vivacity and petulance 
of diſpoſition into the fame error, the very 
firſt opportunity. However, we met again 
in the evening all good friends; and after 
ſupper, EMIL, ever miſtreſs here, led me 


to her bedchamber, where I fit to write 
you this. She is continually pulling me 


by the ſleeve, and yawning, When will 


this eternal ſcribler give over ; lord, child, 


if you was to write me ſuch letters, I 
ſhould 


— —— 
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ſubjoct; I don't think I have one in the 
world: how can you endeavour to find 
out thoſe things which don't exiſt? Lord, 
grandpapa, you ſhould go to your ſtudy 
and mind your books; what ſignifies com- 
ing here to interfere between me and Aunt 
Parv: you know, if it was not for 
me ſhe'd die of the vapours. 

Mr. RavensworTH, turning up his 
eyes, aid, It is impoſſible, however, | 
find ever to work a reformation in you ; 
and left the room. It is indeed, CHAR- 
LOTTE, next to an impoſſibility to make 
her ſerious. 

Miſs Parr ſays, Indeed, EmiLy, if 
you don't behave yourſelf rather better, 
T-ſhall be obliged to quit the houſe, for 
I'm determined not to live under the ſame 
roof with you. Oh! my ſweet Aunt, 
Parr, I ſhall poſitively die if J lofe 
your amiable company ; don't think of 
Jeaving us, and I won't remind you of 

| leading 
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leading apes for at leaſt this week to 


come. 
At this ſpeech, Miſs Par rx out of all 


patience, roſe up to quit the room: and 


when dhe was gone, Mrs, RAavens- 
woRTH with great ſwectneſs, gave EMILY 
a gentle xeprimand for the freedom ſhe 


took With her aunt and grand father; and 


ſhe, who is equally fond of her grand- 
mother, as the old lady can be of her, 
aſſured her, that ſhe would cut out her 
tongue ſooner than offend her; but from 
the little I know of her, will be again 
led by a too great vivacity and petulance 
of diſpoſition into the fame error, the very 
firſt opportunity. However, we met again 
in the evening all good friends; and after 
ſupper, EIL, ever miſtreſs here, led me 


to her bedchamber, where I fit to write 
you this. She is continually pulling me 


by the ſleeve, and yawning, When will 


this eternal ſeribler give over; lord, child, 


if you was to write me ſuch letters, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould abſolutely burn them before I had 
got half through'em, tho', my dear Hew- 
RIETTA, I don't in the leaſt doubt the 
cleverneſs of your ſtile, yet believe me, 
I would not be bound to read ſuch a quan- 
tity of letter-writing for the world. 

Indeed, CHARLOTTE, though I have 
u hundred more things to ſay, ſhe teizes 
me ſo, that it is impoſſible to proceed. 

With the moſt affectionate love then 
to your ever valuable aunt, and the moſt 
ardent wiſhes for your welfare and happi- 
neſs, believe me, 


Dear CHARLoTTE, 
Your affectionate friend, 


HENRIETTA SEAGROYE, 


had 
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LETTER II. 


Miſs CrnarLoTTE Dansy, 
To Miſs HENRIETTA SEAGROVE, 


Receiver yours, my dear HENRIE T- 

TA, and ſorry as I am for the loſs of 
your amiable company, I ſincerely rejoice 
that you have in your ſolitude got ſo 
agreeable a companion, as you deſcribe 
your EMILY. | 

I have ſeen Captain CRosgv, my dear, 
and communicated to him the contents of 
your letter, His countenance underwent 
ſeveral changes during the courſe of my 
narrative, 

When I firſt to!d him you was gone, 
he upbraided you in the ſcvereſt terms for 
your cruelty, in neither writing to him, 
nor ſeeing him before you went ; but whea 
I came to read your letter, he could hard- 
ly reſtrain his tears; and had it not been 
for the account of your friend EMiLy, 

Vor. I. G& (on 
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(on whom, I will aſſure you, he has great 
dependance) I really believe he would (like 
a true knight-errant) have come and 
ſtormed the inchanted caſtle, and ſet the 
diſtreſſed damſel at liberty, in ſpite of all 
the formidable genuiſſes, that might have 
oppoſed him, 

Really, Hewwy, after all, 'tis a great 
comfort to have an amiable young fellow 
dying for one; could not you pick out a 
ſighing ſwain in your part of the country 
to recommend to me? Indeed if I had 
ſuch a pretty fellow as this ſame Captain 
CRosBy, as much in love with me as he 
is with a certain perſon of my acquain- 
tance, who ſhall be nameleſs, I bclieve I 
ſhould be ſtrongly tempted to take a jour- 
ney northwards with him, even though I 
was forced to jump into his arms from a 
two pair of ſtairs window, 

My aunt ſays, ſhe was formerly ac- 
quainted with Mrs. RavenswoRTH, of 
whom indeed ſhe gives an excellent cha- 
; racter; 


MISS RAVENIWORTH. 19 


racter; and ſays ſhe will contrive to pay 
her a viſit ere long, when I ſhall once 
more have the pleaſure of converſing with 
my dear HENRIETTA, 

Indeed, HENwy, we have ever from our 
infancy been ſuch a pair of inſeparables, 
that it appears to me a year ſince I parted 
with you, though in fact I believe it is 
not quite a week, Mrs. HANNAH RIS- 
DALE, my aunt's old maiden houſe-keeper, 
commiſerates your caſe a good deal, She 
ſays, when ſhe was young, they hindered 
her of the man of her choice, and ſhe has 
lived a maiden for his ſake ever ſince. 

She is a worthy woman you know, and 
has formerly known better days ; but in 
her way, is as great a character as any in 
the RavensworTH family. She ſays, 
ſhe thinks it is a great pity tho”, that ſo 
ſweet a young lady as Miſs HENRIETTA | 
SEAGROVE, ſhould fix her affections upon 
an officer, for to be certain, in the gene- 

C 2 rality 
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rality they are vile rogues the very beſt 
of them. 

Yeſterday your papa and mama ſpent 
the afternoon with us. My aunt aſked 
them, if they did not think your time 
would paſs rather dull in the country, at 
this time of the year? They anſwered, 
Mr. RavenswoRTH's was a moſt agree- 
able family, and you could not fail of 
being quite happy there. 

As they ſeemed not to chuſe to ſay 
any more upon the ſubject, my aunt could 
preſs it no farther, otherwiſe could ſhe 
have brought them to have owned the true 
cauſe of ſending you away, ſhe would, I 

am ſure, have been a ſtrenuous advocate 
in your favour; and as Mrs. SEAGROVE 
has a very high opinion of her. under- 
ſtanding, I don't deſpair, but when they 
both get together, without ſuch imperti- 
nent witneſſes as your papa and humble 
ſervant, it will be in Mrs. DAN RY's power 
to make a change for the better, 
3 I muſt 
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I muſt leave off, my dear; two gentle- 
men below; who can they be? My aunt 
orders I ſhall go down directly: when 
J have diſpatched them, I will reſume 
my pen. 

* * K * 

Oh! Henvwy, 'twas Captain CRoszv, 
and with him a young gentleman juſt 
come from abroad. And what gentleman 
do you think it was, my dear? Such a 
figure! don't laugh at me, Henwy, for 
he really is the ſweeteſt fellow I ever ſaw 
in my life ; ſuch a pair of fine black eyes! 
But what have I to do with his eyes? In- 
deed, my dear, he is moſt inimitably hand- 
ſome. After all, who do you think it 
was — ſhall I tell ? — No, —I think I will 
keep you in ſuſpence a little longer, Poor 
Captain CRossy, I am afraid, was you 
to ſee him, would meet a dangerous rival 
and ſee him you certainly will, and that 
very ſhortly. — Take care of your heart, 
HEenwy : do you think HARRY CRosBY 

C 3 will 
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will ſtand any chance of retaining your 
affections, in the preſence of the lovely 
RavensworTH? for it is him, Hexxy, 
It is your EmiLy's couſin, with all her 
vivacity, and the fincſt figure that eyes 
ever beheld. | 
I will not attempt to give you a de- 
ſcription of him, it is impoſſible to do him 
Juſtice; your own eyes will tell you that 
he excells—even your own HARRY. He 
left us before Captain CrRosBy, being 
engaged with ſome relations, to whom he 
was obliged to pay his duty before he left 
Saks, for the ſolitary manſion of his 
old grandfather, and the priſon of my be- 
loved friend. 
Shall T tell you, I ſaw him depart with 
* reluctance, Pity me, my dear HExNV, 
but I own he has made too deep an im- 
preſſion on my heart: but what does it 
ſignify, he is deſigned for EMILY it ſeems, 
Captain CRossy told me when he was 
gone, that he had ſome ſlight acquain- 
tance 


MISS RAVENSWORTH. 23 


tance with him when abroad, and thought 
him a moſt accompliſhed young fellow; 
but not having ſeen him for ſome years, 
and their acquaintance being a very light 
one, he remembered no more about him, 
till going into a coffee-houſe this morn- 
ing, he ſaw a very pretty fellow, whoſe 
face he thought he knew; and hearing 
him called by the name of Ravens- 
WORTH, it occurred to him, that it was 
the gentleman he knew at Paris, and that 
he might .poſſibly be a relation to the 
family you was in. 

Fluſhed with this thought, and the 
hopes that thro' his means he might poſſi- 
bly find an opportunity of being intro- 
duced to your ladyſhip, he was going to 
addreſs him; when the gentleman comes 
up to him, Captain CRossy, how do 
you do? I am very glad to ſee you, I 


thought I recollected you, but could not 


be quite ſure, *till I had enquired your 


name. The conſequence of this was, a 


C 4 renewal 
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renewal of their former acquaintance, 
They agreed to dine together; and upon 
Mr. RaAvEnswoRTH's mentioning, his go- 
ing to H... to ſee his grandfather ; your 
lover told him his whole ſtory ; acquaint- 
ing him at the ſame time with the friend- 
ſhip of his lovely couſin to the amiable 
HENRIETTA, 

RAVENSWoRTH has I find promiſed to 
ſtand his friend to the utmoſt of his 
power; and told him in confidence at the 
ſame time, that he was intended for the 
huſband of EmiLy : he being heir, I 
ſuppoſe, to the eſtate, and EmiLy having 
a large independant fortune, they are un- 
willing to let any thing go out of the 
family; and by your account of the ſweet 
girl, and my knowledge of her amiable 
couſin, they cannot fail being enamoured 
with each other, 

Your HarRy ſays, his friend has no 
great notion of theſe family matches, but 
as he hears the girl is really amiable, if 

he 
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he likes her, he ſhall have no objection. 
He is, by all accounts, as wild as herſelf ; 
if they come together, they'll mare * . 
ſtrange mad couple, 

Mr. RavenswoRTH ſets off for H. 
to-morrow ; your lover and he are to meet 
this evening, to fix a plan for his intro- 
duction to your agreeable family: where 
that you may ſoon meet to your mutual 
ſatisfaction, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your affectionate 
CHARLOTTE DANBY, 


LETTER III. 


Miſs SEAGROvE to Miſs DAN BY. 


ES, CHARLOTTE, I have ſeen this 
L dangerous RAvensSwoRTH ; and, 
that he is perfectly amiable, I think is im- 
poſſible to deny; but that he, or any one, 
ſhould rival my Harry, is of all im- 
poſſibilities the greateſt, | 


EmiLy 
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EIA and I were above ſtairs, when 
he was announced to us: ſhe ſtarted, Oh 
ſays ſhe, that is my intended: I die to ſee 
wat ſort of an animal it is; tho' I paſi- 
tively won't have him, Hewwy ; I deteſt | 
the very thoughts of ſuch a ſober made up | 
match; but let us go ſee the fright, how- ? 
ever. So faying, down ſhe tripped. 

I followed, and 'we both made our ap- 
pearance : he ſaluted us with great polite- 
neſs, and ſaid, he really did not expect at 
this time of the year, to have met two 
ſuch exquiſite beauties mewed up in ſo 
remote a place, Oh!] couſin, ſays EmiLy, 
*tis on account of our uncommon beauty ? 
and accompliſhments, that we chuſe to 
make ourſelves ſcarce : it is not every vul- | 
gar eye that ought to have the pleaſure of | 
ſtaring at two ſuch angelic beings as we 
are; beſides, as we are remarkably good 
matured, (an uncommon appendage to 
beauty) believe me, we ſhould be unwill- 
ing to do ſuch infinite execution, a8 

would 
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would be unavoidable were we once ex- 


poſed to publicl; view. There would be 
ſuch a dearth of beaus, that all our belles 
would in time be reduced to the uncom- 
fortable and mortifying ſituation of my 
poor forlorn aunt PaTTY, who has been 


praying for an huſband any time theſe 


twenty years; and all to ſo little purpoſe, 
I don't believe ſhe will ever pray again. 

Indeed, my lively couſin, were all our 
beaus to be in the condition you deſcribe, 
I am afraid, they would find very little 
mercy from your hands, whatever they 
might from thoſe of your lovely friend, 
who, if I can read the language of the 
eyes, does not appear to be quite ſo hard- 
hearted. I bluſhed, and looked down. 

1 had received your letter, CHAR- 
LOTTE, and knew perfectly well what it 
was he meant. Is it a fault, my dear 
friend, 'to have a heart too ſuſceptible ? 
If it is, it brings its ſufferings along 
with it, 

How 
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How happy is EuiL in her inſenſi. 
bility; tho' ſhe has in the main a moſt 
tender heart; and I make no doubt, but 
one time or other ſhe will find it capable 
of the moſt tender ſenſations, tho? never, 
J plainly fee, for her young couſin ; amia- 
ble as he is, he wil! never make an im- 
preſſion upon her. | 

Don't be uneaſy, CHARLOTTE, I ſe 
plainly your heart is but too much touch. 
ed with him; excuſe me if I ſpeak too 


freely: I ſincerely wiſh you happy, and am 
certain no man has it more in his power 
to make you ſo than Dicky Ravens-iÞ 
woRTH: EMILY will have nothing to 


ſay to him, I aſlure you. 

She has got an immenſe variety of 
lovers; but I believe they are all equally 
indifferent to her. There is a Mr. HARp- 


ING that follows her very cloſely; a man 
pretty near forty, tho' really handſome 
and agreeable: I was highly entertainel 
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with the following converſation between 
them the other day. 

After having paid her a great many fine 
compliments, ſhe ſays to him, Now really 
all this is ſo elegant, tis a pity it ſhould 
be thrown away; why don't you go and 
court Aunt PAT TY; I am ſure ſhe would 
be very glad of a huſband; and as you 
want a domeſtic animal, by way of wife, 
| think you would make a moſt agrecable 
couple. 

How can you, my dear Miſs Ravens- 


# WORTH, treat me in ſo unkind a manner; 


what have I done to deſerve ſo much of 


Good God! ſays EMIL x, ſure the man's 
diſtracted.— Unkindneſs and diſpleaſure! 
and how can I ? Why now, my ſweet 
diſmal ſwain, I think I am the kindeſt 
creature in the world, when you are ab- 
ſolutely dying for a wife, to find you one 
that ſuits you ſo in every reſpect: and as 
for being diſpleaſed, you never was more 

miſtaken 
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miſtaken in your life, as I am quite de. giv 
lighted with the thoughts of dancing at we 
your wedding, I declare, I will ſtand J ma 
god-mother for Aunt PATTY's firſt child, 1 
and if it is a girl, itſhall be called EMIL, Nit 
after my own ſelf, I 

At theſe words away ſhe ran; nor could : an 
all his prayer and intreaties prevail on het 
to come back. If he is in love with her, | ha 
(as I verily believe he is) J moſt ſincerely MI hi! 
pity him; for tho” I think, couſin Dicxy MY lai 


A 


does not ſtand a bit better chance, yet | w: 
if I am at all read in the human heart, b ev 
it will not occaſion that gentleman hal] 

the concern: not but, I believe, he likes 5 ht 


her very well, but being almoſt as giddy | I 
as herſelf, the refuſal is not ſo likely u bi 
affect him in ſo eſſential a manner. m 

When we were alone the other day, fa 
he ſays, Miſs SEAGROVE, I have fought BW di: 
an opportunity for ſome time, of pleading C 
the cauſe of an abſent friend ; but per- pe 
haps, there is ſomething (producing and 1 

giving 
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giving me a letter) which will have more 
weight than all the arguments I can 
make uſe of. 

I bluſhed, CHarLoTTE, and putting 
it in my pocket, thanked him for the 
trouble he was at. He took my hand, 
and ſighing ſaid, Oh! Mifs SeacRove, 
that my couſin EMILY was ' poſſeſſed of 
half your charming ſenſibility, I told 
him, ſhe was a moſt amiable girl, and I 
laid under obligations to her, which, I 
was afraid, it would be out of my power 
ever to return. 8 

So ſaying, I took my leave of him, and 
hurried up ſtairs to read my letter: need 
[ tell you, it was dictated in terms none 
but my HARRY is capable of uſing. I 
muſt not anſwer it, CHARLOTTE; he 
ſays, Mr. RavenswoRTH will intro- 
duce him to our family by the name of 
CoNYERS; and he is to make his ap- 
pearance in about ten days. Oh! CHAR- 
LOTTE, tcll him not to come, dear as 

ha 
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he is to me, I dare not venture to ſee 
him; my father and mother have been 
here in their way to Mr., and 
ſhould they find him here at their re- 
turn, I ſhould be ruined, ; 
They wanted to deprive me of my. 
ſprightly EmiLy, perhaps they think ſhe Þ 
is too much my friend, Mr, Ravens- 
WORTH deſired her ſome time ago, to 
pay a viſit to Mr. MokLEx's of M ....; | 
which ſhe anſwered very conciſely, by 4 
ſaying, Indeed, grand-papa, I ſhall not. 
There was no more ſaid about it then; 
but when my father and mother were 
here, they begged they might have the 
pleaſure of her company, inſtead of their | 
own HENRIETTA, to go to M.. 
She turned about to them, with the | 
greateſt archneſs you ever ſaw, And pray 
now, Mr. SEACRO VE, (after having told 
you poſitively that I won't go) what can 
be your motive for ſuch an invitation ; at 
ſuch a time too, when your own daughter 
is 
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is here, and her ſituation, God knows, 


ſee 

Tim none of the moſt eligible; there is no 
* ſort of neceſſity to make it worſe, by 
re. depriving her of the only young female 


that can be a companion to her: but it 
don't ſignify, you prove too plainly what 
I have very often aſſerted, that young 
folks have ten times the conſideration in 
them of old ones, 
: I could ſee the old people were all 
| b rather diſconcerted at this ſpeech, as it 
J 1 ; 
was actually very impolite z but that is 
a point my little friend never ſtands upon, 
when ſhe thinks ſhe has reaſon to be 


. 
8 


60 otherwiſe; and as ſhe is really honeſt 
"yy herſelf, ſhe has no notion, ſhe ſays, of 


people's endeavouring to deceive her, and 
impoſe upon her underſtanding by playing 
the hypocrite, 

Mr. RAVENSswOoR TH ſaid with ſome 
degree of ſeverity, EmiLy, I do inſiſt 
wpon your going with Mr, ang Mrs. 
SEAGROVE; as they haye been kind 
You, I, D enough 
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enough to ſuffer Miſs HenrIETTA to 
ſtay here, I am determined you ſhall re- 


turn the compliment. | 
| What a pity it is, Mr. RavensworTn, | 


fays EmiLY, (with a degree of haughti- 


neſs, uncqualled by any thing I ever yet 
faw, and which I did not believe her | 


capable of) that you ſhould make deter- 


minations ſo utterly out of your power 
to fulfil. Now you muſt know, that I | 
am as firmly determined as youſelf, | 
and as my reſolutions are of infinitely 


more conſequence to me, than yours can- 1 
be, I ſhall moſt ſtrictly adhere to them; 


and muſt aſſure both Mr. and Mrs. SEA“ 4 


GROVE, that they deviate extremely from | 
that politeneſs they would be thought 
poſleſs'd of, to attempt preſſing for my | 
company, when they ſee it is entirely | 
diſagreeable. : 

So ſaying, with the air and majeſty of | 
a tragedy queen, ſhe looked contempt on 
them 195 and. left the room. 
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Is it not a pity, CARLO Tr, that 
nothing can break this little blameable 
ſpirit, which ſpoils an (otherwiſe) m_ 
amiable woman ? 

When ſhe was gone, Mr. 8 
woRTH began to lament the undutiful- 
neſs of children: Couſin Diek ſaid, he 
thought EmtLy quite in the right, as ſhe 
was entire miſtreſs of herſelf, it was 
very impertinent to controul her. | 

The old gentleman's fury was now 
going to vent itſelf upon him; but te 
roſe up, and going to the harpſichord, en- 
tertained us with one of the fineſt per- 
formances on that inſtrument, I ever 
heard. 1 
Indeed thoſe two couſins are ſo ex- 
actly alike, that one would almoſt ſweat 
they were brother and fiſter; but if T 
am not miſtaken, they will de no little 
plague to the old people in the end. 

A meſſage was ſent at tea, for Miss 
RAvEnSWoORTH to come down, but ſht 
D 2 would 
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would not make her appearance *till next 

day; when papa and mama (who have, I 

ſee, conceived a mortal averſion to her) 
were obliged to go without her. 

After their departure, ſhe, who is one 

of the beſt horſewomen in the world, pro- 


poſed a ride: to this movement great 


oppoſition was made, by the old people, 
afraid (I ſuppoſe) of your humble ſer- 
vant; but ſhe, according to cuſtom, car- 
ried the point, and lent me a beautiful 
horſe of her own. 

We were accompanied by your flame, 
the handſome RavensworTH ; and never 
did he look more amiable than on horſe- 


back, Our excurſion was to Colonel 


Hornsy's, about three miles off; from 
whom, and his lady, we received an in- 
vitation to a ball next Wedneſday. 
Eu v promiſed for us all; vowing, 
ſhe ſhould expire at the bare idea of a 
difappointment : and we are, I ſuppoſe, 
to go, tho* the old people are not yet 
5 ' acquainted 
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acquainted with our intentions, Oh! 
CHARLOTTE, what pleaſure can I take 
at the thoughts of an entertainment of 
this kind, without my dear HarRy. 

Adieu, my love, I am growing very 
low ſpirited, and would not willingly in- 
fect you with ſo diſagreeable a diſorder. 
Remember me to your good Aunt; and 
believe me, moſt ſincerely, yours, 


H. SEAGROVE, 


LETTER IV. 


RicHARD RAYENSWORTH, Eſq; 
To Captain Henry CRrosBy. 
H! Harry, what an unfortunate 


dog, am I? Did not I make a kind of 
reſolution againſt that little blind deity, 


commonly called Love; whoſe attacks I 


have already ſo often reſiſted, but to 
whoſe power, I fear, I muſt now, at 
laſt, ſubmit ? | 


Yes, 


D} 
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Yes, there was ſome ſuch kind of a 
determination made, I know; but, alas 
how weak are all the wiſe reſolves of 
man. This little bewitching EMILY — 
*tis the arranteſt coquet in nature: — and 
yet, HARRY, I cannot help feeling a 
kind of ſomething about my heart that tells 
me, ſhe is not quite ſo indifferent to me, as 
her behaviour, and my own peace make 
it requiſite ſhe ſhould, —*Tis true, I'm 


deſigned for her huſband ; — but what of 


that; —ſhe takes a pleaſure in thwarting 
the intentions of the whole family; and 
it is not ten to. one, (even if ſhe liked 
me, which, I fear, is very far from being 
the caſe) but ſhe would refuſe to marry 
me from the mere ſpirit of contradiction, 
which ſhe poſſeſſes in a moſt eminent 
degree. 

What then am I to expect? when I 
know ſhe has not the ſlighteſt ſpark of 
love for me? Why, — if ſhe has not 
tor me, I know ſhe is equally indifferent 
AS to 
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to every one elſe ; —*tis quite an inſen- 
ſible; — and I don't believe it is in the 
power of man, to make an impreſſion 
upon her little ſtubborn heart. 

After ſuch a deſcription of her, you'll 
no doubt tell me, it is not conſiſtent with 
prudence to marry ſuch a woman, — Faith, 
HARRY, prudence has nothing to do in 
theſe affairs of the heart. 

I know her inſenſibility, to a man of 
your ſerious turn, would make you very. 
miſerable ; but I, who am not quite ſo 
much in the Arcadian ſtile, think it very 
poſſible to be happy with a fine gul, 
(provided ſhe don't like any one elſe) tho? 
ſhe is not ſuch a cooing turtle, as one of 
your ſentimental ſwains would require, — 
In ſhort, there is a je ne ſcat quoi, about 
my little couſin ; — a pleaſing kind of 
ſomething, which takes my fancy ex- 
tremely ; — and tho” ſhe is not abſolute- 
ly dying for me, yet, could I prevail on 
her to give me her hand, I doubt not, 

+ but 
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but I ſhould ſoon poſſeſs myſelf of as 
much of her heart, as ſhe is capable of be- 
ſtowing; and ſhould think myſelf very 
happy with this advantage, to a man of 
my lively diſpoſition, that I might live 
with her twenty years, and find out 
ſomething new about her every day, 

She can be in the Penſoroſo ſtile ſome- 
times, I'll aſſure you; tho' not for any 
of the male frights, as ſhe calls us: yet 
ſhe knows how to pity a female friend, in 
the perſon of your HENRIETTA, 

Egad, HARRY, you are a deviliſh lucky 
fellow ; ſhe is really an amiable woman, 
and I dare ſwear, loves you moſt ſincere- 
ly; and I do moſt ſincerely wiſh, that 
you were both as happy as you deſerve 
to be, 

What ſay you to dancing with her 
next Wedneſday, HARRY, hey ? — Now 
do I hear you give a deep ſigh, and moſt 
heartily wiſh me at the Devil, for put- 
ting ſuch thoughts into your head, 

when 
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when it is utterly impoſſible they ſhould 
be brought to paſs. 


Don't affront me, Captain Crospy ; — 


© take care, — your fate is in my hands. — 
Pray, don't you know one Colonel Hoxx- 
nx, who lives at G..? Well, if I do, 
what's that to the purpoſe, is that any 
thing to my dancing with Miſs SRA- 
Y crove? This impertinent fellow teizes 
me paſt my patience, with his ill- timed 
oF vivacity. 


Hold, hold, HARRY. Levins fit patien- 


tia quicquid, Corrigere eft nefas. Don't 
abuſe me, or I ſhall keep you in ſuſpenſe 


a conſiderable time longer. — Pſhaw, to 


che point, — Well then, Harzy, to 


come to the point, Pray, could not you 


contrive to pay this Colonel a viſit on 


Wedneſday? — Oh! now, perhaps, you 
begin to enter into the ſcheme, — Well 


then, Harry, to put you out of your 


ſuſpence, I will explain the whole affair 
to you, 


4 This 
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This ſame Colonel, and his lady, are 
going to give a ball, to which we are all 
invited. — Meet us there; as you are un- 
known to all our family, I'll take care 
you ſhall have your charmer for a part. 
ner; and I will contrive it ſo with the 
Colonel, that your name ſhall not he 
mentioned, tho' that caution will be 
unneceſlary, except we are favoured with 
the company of Aunt PaTT, (a ſtale 
virgin of our family, to whom. if you 
could recommend a huſband, you would 
be of infinite ſervice) who is a perfect 
duenna over us, and takes a pleaſure in 
depriving poor HENNY of her ſweet-heart ; 
as, ſhe ſays, ſhe might have been married 
a thouſand times herſelf, if prudence had 
not reſtrained her from throwing her- 
ſelf away upon wild young fellows, who 
would have broke her heart in a ſhort 
time, (tho* between you and I, HARRY, 
J believe it to be a damn'd tough one) 
and thoſe, who are not naturally en- 
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8 dowed with ſo great a ſhare of good 
ſenſe, may thank God they have got 
parents, who know their intereſt better 
than they do themſelves. — But —how- 


; f f 
© ever, we can eaſily contrive to deceive 


her, and you will have the pleaſure of 
N entertaining your divinity. - 
She knows nothing of my writing to 


| you; but Jeſt ſhe ſhould be too much 


ſurprized at ſeeing you, and by that means 
@ betray us, I ſhall tell EMIL to acquaint 
her with it. 6 
pPerſuade her to run away with you, 
HARRY. — Zounds | what a confounded 
puppy are you, to let them confine her 
in this manner. — Pluck up thy ſpirits, 
my lad, in fo fair a cauſe, and make her 
| thy own at once, — You may both of you 
ſigh on to the end of your days, without 
you purſue this method: —I don't ſee 
how matters are in the leaſt likely to mend, 

I wiſh that I was a tenth part as well 
beloved by my little EmiLY, as you are 
by your HENRIETTA, 
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Pm afraid I ſhall never get her; but] 
don't think a diſappointment will abſo. 
lutely break my heart. 

No D.. n it, Harry, not quite ſo 
bad as that neither, Tho” I admire he 


beyond any woman I ever ſaw ; yet the 


wound I have received, will not prove 


mortal one. I am too general an admire: 


of the fair ſex for that. 


Next to her ladyſhip, I admire the 
little Brunette you introduced me to in 
London, Miſs—Miſs Dansy — was it 
not? — Your Henny's friend, I think: 
Faith, Harry, I believe I love my little 
vixen of a couſin, from having adopted | 
her own principles; merely, from the ſpirit 


of contradiftion, becauſe, I ſee, ſhe i 
totally indifferent about me. 

And yet 'tis the moſt provoking in- 
difference; —ſhe likes me as her couſin, 
or her brother; juſt in the ſame tile ad- 
mits me into all her little parties, makes 
me the confidant of all her ſchemes; and 

when 
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when I begin to fay ſoft things to 


Ther—ſhe burſts out a laughing, with — 
Lord, couſin Dick, I could not poſſibly 


have believed you would make ſuch a 
puppy of yourſelf, —I don't think there 
is any thing in nature ſo ridiculous as a 
ſiching ſwain, who fancies himſelf in love. 

If I attempt to remonſtrate with her, 


N and remind her of her parents inten- 
e the BY ons: — her anſwer is, —Well, child, I 
ſee you are troubled with a fit of the 


"> " WT fool, at preſent ; when you are inclined 
ink: to be rational again, my wiſe couſin, 


little i let me know, and I ſhall converſe with 


you upon any other topic you ſhall make 
ſpirit choice of: ſo ſaying, madam leaves me. 


If T attempt to detain her —ſhe draws up 
her head, begins to frown and look 
grave; — wonders at the extremity of 
my impertinence in daring to lay the 
leaſt reſtraint upon her inclinations, by 
keeping her in ſuch odious company 
againſt her will, And I am forced to quit 


m_ 
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my hold, and be filent upon a ſubjed, favo 
which I moſt heartily wiſh decided ce bou 
way or other, ſee | 
Our old fouls dare not mention it t * 
her, leſt it ſhould be a means of entirely “ 
ruining our hopes; and even if the good- i 
natured HENRIETTA attempts it, ths for 
little vixen either rallies her in the mot (MY lor 
unmerciful manner, or elſe looks ſo ſtately 
and croſs, that fleſh and blood cant {Ml he 
bear it, 

In ſuch a deviliſh fituation, Harry, 
what would you adviſe me to do? — Not 
to forget I poſitively can't reſolve upon 
that yet, — To treat her with equal in- 
difference — That I have tried, but with- 
out the leaſt ſucceſs. —It does not alter 
her behaviour to me in any reſpect ; nor 
does ſhe really, I believe, perceive it, ex- 
cept that ſhe is rather pleaſed, in being ſo 
long free from my importunities. 

She has ſeveral ſighing ſwains, beſides 
_—_— the coquets alike with all, but 
favours 
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favours none, in particular, above an 
hour or two together, — But come and 
ſee her, HARRY ; tho” I charge you, take 
care of your heart, much as you doat 
on your HENN YB; [I'll aſſure you, *tis a 
dangerous little toad, Take care, I ſay, 
for I poſitively won't admit a rival: I 
love her well enough to be confoundedly 
jealous, if I was to ſee her guilty of 
the leaſt partiality. — And yet — that 
would avail me nothing : — for I queſtion, 
but if I was to betray my ſenſations, ſhe 
would throw herſelf into my rival's arms, 
on purpoſe to vex me: and if I was to 
quarrel with him, ſhe would hate me to 
all eternity, tho' ſhe did not care two- 
pence for him; ſo, that there is no 
poſſibility of knowing how to deal with 
ſuch a capricious little foul. Adieu, 
Harry, I'll ſay no more about her; 
the more I think, the more perplexing 
do circumſtances appear; fo, I'll e' en 
take up my old. cuſtom again, df — not 
* thinking 
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thinking at all — but when it's in my \ 
power to prove myſelf, the! 
Your moſt ſincere tha 

and affectionate friend, mig 

RICHARD RAVENSWORTH, of 

1 1 

Miſs EmiLy RAVENSWORTEH, ne 

To Mrs. CLAvTox. eh 

I'D you think I was dead— buried, Ja 

or eat up with the vapours — that fre 

you have not heard from me ſo long, 2 


Maria? As for the former, my dear, 
I will, out of my great humility, ac- 
knowledge, that I have an old proverb on 
my fide; conſequently, there could be 
no danger of that you know. Not that 
I make this humiliating confeſſion, with- 
out expecting a compliment in return; 
and therefore, child, if you baulk my 
expectations, look to the conſequences — 
that's all. 


With 


1 my 


d, 
RTH, 
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With regard to the ſecond, my dear, 
there are ſo many. ways of being buried, 
that I don't know whether your conjecture 
might not be pretty right, as to that part 
of the ſtory; with reſpect to the burying 
mean — but not as to it's being the 
cauſe of my ſilence.— No, Maria, 
neither was it the vapours; tho” they are 
generally known to he ſo neceſſary an 
appendage to the character of a fine 
lady; they are a faſhion, I am ſo far 
from having adopted, that I think myſelf 
a very fine lady without them. 

I ſhall learn them, I ſuppoſe, when J 
come to London to take care of your 
Ladyſhip, at that critical time, which 1 
moſt ſincerely wiſh well over with my 
amiable friend. 

None of theſe things were the cauſe; 
Well then, I hear my curious friend ſay, 
What was the cauſe ? Why, my dear, the 
cauſe was a young — no, MARIA, not a 
young gentleman, T'll aſſure you, but a 
Vor. I, E young 
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young lady: ſuch a girl! oh ! MARIA. 
None of your heroics, I hear you fay, 
pray proceed with your ſtory, and leave 
ut your oh's, Mrs. EMIL v. 

I poſitively won't, Mrs, CLAvTeN, if 
you don't let me tell my tale my own 
way, you ſha'nt have it at all: oh! 
Maul, then, (to proceed in form) 
ſuch. an angel come ta our manſion ! don't 
be jealous, my ſweet girl, but ſhe really is 
almoft as amiable as. yourſelf, 

Old dad and mam ſent her here, to be 
out of the way of a kind of monſter 
commonly called, a man, my dear; a 
ſweetheart, MARIA. — Lou underſtand 
me, - You have ſeen monſters of that 
ſort, I ſuppoſe? But this of hers is the 
moſt horrid creature of the ſpecies, that 
dangerous-kind of animal that wears a red 
coat and ſhoulder-knot, my dear, and is 
generally diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Captain. 


reer 


Limagine, 
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NIA. I imagine, by this time, I may have 
ſay, made myſelf pretty well underſtood 5 if 
leave not, I will out of my great goed nature 
endeavour to (peak more inteiligibly. 
, if This ſweet creature was brought to be 
own out of the way of one Captain CRO8BY, 
oh ! A ſweet fellow, by her account, I'll 
rm) allure you; but without her knowing, 
on't chat they were acquaiated with her 
y is penchant for him. 


This ſecret. to be ſure was intruſted to 
our fudging old ſouls at home, Gad bleſs 
'em, in order to haye ay eye over Miſs, 
that ſhe might have no opportunity of 
appointing 2 xendezyous with her ſwain ; 
the good creatures, aut of their great 
wiſdom and policy, à qusinted your 
umble ſervant with it. I — whe, yOu 
know, never could keep a ſecret in my iſe, 
immediately diſcloſed it to the young lady 
Rerſelf (who, pretty ereature, is piping 
from morning till night after her ſweet 
Hax) the conſequence of which was, 

E 2 my 
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my dear, that I aſſiſted her in carrying on 
a correſpondence with a friend, who 
conſtantly informs her about him; and 
thro' the means of an humble ſervant of 
mine, we have contrived to gain them a 
meeting. 

We were all invited to a ball; and I 

bid Couſin Dicky, (who by the by is 
arrived from abroad, MARIA) write to 
the dying Captain, and appoint him to be 
her partner : which he did. 
But when we all came down full 
dreſſed, my dear, to go, (for we had not 
acquainted the old ſouls with our ſcheme, 
for fear they ſhould have ſent Aunt Par 
with us) you never faw aſtoniſhment ſo 
ſtrongly depict:d in people's countenances 
in your life ; the coach had drove to the 
door, by that time we had deſcended the 
ſtairs, | 

I fays, Your ſervant, good people, we 
are juſt a going, Going! where to, ſays 
old ſquaretoes? Why now, ſuppoſe it 

ſhould 
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ſhould not be quite ſo convenient to tell 
you, grand-papa, ſays I; for my own part 
I fairly own, I am going to meet my 
ſwcetheart — What theſe demure ſouls are 
going for, you may if you pleaſe aſk em: 
I don't think they look as if they had any 
errand of this kind; but I dare ſay they 
will tell you. | 

Hold your tongue, ſays the old Don, 
and let your Couſin ſpeak, and give me a 
rational anſwer, 

As for the firſt, I poſitively will not; I 
am infinitely too much delighted with the 
muſick of my own ſweet voice, either to 
hold my tongue or let any one elſe in 
company ſpeak, if I can poſſibly help it; 
and indeed, with ſhame I own it of fo 
near a relation, you are the moſt ill bred 
man in the world to defire it; for which 
reaſon, I abſolutely will not ſtay another 
minute with a perſon who ſets ſo light a 
value upon the elegance of my converſa- 
tion. As to the next, poor thing! with 

E 3 regard 
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regard to the rational anſwer, it may not 
be quite ſo eaſy for him to give that as 
you imagine. 

Upon this I was failing away with all 
imaginable expedition, when I heard Miſs 
SEAGROVE (the name of out ſweet girl) 
called back; about I turned again, and 
entered with her, 

Says grandaddy, You will particularly 
oblige me by ſaying, where you are riow 
going to? And at the ſame time, I hope 
you will not take it amiſs, when I aſſure 
you, that I bad your father's poſitive 
orders that you were not to go out. 

The pretty demure foul anſwered with 
tears in her eyes, that ſhe was willing to 
obey her papa in any thing, or any body 
that he gave authority over her, for which 
reaſon if it was his orders ſhe would ſtay 
at home; but begged that might be no 
hindrance to the other young people. 

No, my ſet love, ſays I, we are not 
ſs eaſily bindted, nor you neither; I 

promiſed 


_ 
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promiſed you ſhould go, I engaged you, 
and I am determined not to be worſe than 
my word. 

Hold your impertinent tongue, zun v, 
ſays the old gentleman, let Miſs SBA 
GROVE's behaviour be a pattern for you to 
copy by; I inſiſt — 

Sit, (interrupting him) you may if you 
pleaſe inſiſt to the day of tetaptation; but 
it will all be to ſo little purpoſe, that I 
would have you take my advice and ſpate 
your lungs the trouble of proceeding, 

During this ſpeech, I had given the 
wink to Couſin Dicxy ; who bore off 
the trembling HENRIETTA, and was 
going to put her in the coach, before the 
old people perceived him; fo intent were 
they in liſtening to your humble ſervant. 

Miſs Par was the firſt that made the 
diſcovery, Oh! Sir, ſays ſhe, it's my 
belief, they are going to run away; for 
God's ſake try to prevent them. 


E 4 Neither 
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Neither one nor t'other, my old maiden 
Aunt, ſays I ; we ſhall run no farther 
than Colonel HoRNBV's, where we are 
invited to a ball; and as for oppoſing us, 
It is an attempt you need not make, as it 
will be entirely unſucceſsful, 

Indeed, they were ſo aſtoniſhed at my 
uncommon aſſurance, (which I could not 
have exerted without an abſolute neceſſity) 
that they gave me time to run away, 
jump into the coach to them, and drive 
off without any further moleſtation, 
Poor HEnny was fright'ned to death, 
that they ſhould acquaint her old Daddy 
with theſe proceedings; but we aſſured 
her, at leaſt, they could lay no crime to 
her charge; even Dicky was a little 
terrified at the thoughts of appearing 
before them again, but your friend wis in 
tip-top ſpirits. 

Captain CRosBy was there before us — 
quite an Adonis, indeed, I whiſpered 
 Henxny - Run away with him, my dear; 
take 
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take a friſk into Scotland, and end the 
debate at once, — You mad thing you, 
ſays ſhe, would you do ſo ?— Undoubted- 
ly, my dear, ſays I, (you know I would, 
MARIA) if I was in love with ſuch a 
ſweet fellow as that, he ſhould not long 
complain of m/ cruelty, HEN NY, believe 
me, — But would you diſobey your 
parents ? — Diſobey, a fiddleſtick — to 
be ſure, I would be diſobedient to any 
thing ſooner, than the dictates of my 
own heart and inclinations. 

We were interrupted here, by ſeveral 
people aſking us to dance, 

Miſs SEAGROVE was engaged; and as 
for me, I ſent the frights away; telling 
them, they might aſk me about an hour 
hence, the time when the country dances 
1 would begin: as if I promiſed any one 


of them, *twas very probable my mind 
" might be change, in ſo long an interval 
{ of time, 


; Fain 
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Fain would my horrid couſin haye 


perſuaded me to have been his partner, 


but I declined the honour, vowing, [ 
would as foon dance with my grandfather, 
Mr. HarpinG too came up, and aſked 
me; but I deſired him to go home, and in. 
tercede with Aunt PaTTy for the honour 
of her fair hand, if he wanted a bloom» 
ing damſel by way of partner: away 
went poor diſmal, and continued in the 
pouts for the whole remainder of the 
evening. 

I wonder what buſineſs the wretch has 
to be in his airs about me; I'm ſure, | 
never gave him any encouragement to 
addreſs me with his odious paſſion. 

After him, comes a pretty young ſwain, 
a ſtranger; (you know I love ſtrange 
faces, my dear, nothing like a little ſweet 
variety in life) I accepted of him, 10 
doubt; having two ſu:h powerful ai- 
vocates, the charms of novelty, and a 
fine figure: he is, I have learnt fince, 1 

young 
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ve young barriſter, a man of fortune and 
er, WM amily, with a better underſtanding than 


| Wl moſt of his profeſſion, and a very lively 
er, Wl diſpoſition, 
ed Couſin Dicxr, who (as my couſin) 
in» WW is really an amiable fellow, but who (as 4 
out lover) I deteſt the very thoughts of, 
om · looked extremely grave the whole evening. 
way How dare he, my dear, preſume to look 
the Wil grave? I dare ſay, if I was married, the 


monſter would have the aſſurance to con- 
tradict me. — Oh ! 'tis a hideous thing 
to be married: don't you think fo, Mrs. 
Clayron? No; ſuch tame turtles as 
you ſoon get reconciled to the yoke, and 
bear it with a Chriſtian fortitude; but 
girl, who centers ali her happineſs in 
darling Liberty, as I do — Horrid, 


ſweet BE Marta, I expire at the very thoughts 
„no ok being controuled by a ſet of wretches, 
ab who were born to be flaves, if our 
and © Wi ſex, in general, had but ſpirit enough to 
ce, ert their right, and keep the things in 
you's ¶ proper ſubjection. 
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I bclieve, I have made a conqu*:ſt of 
the young lawyer. — Poor thing, how 
I pity him. —I ſhall certainly be cruel; 
"tis in my very nature, MARIA, I love 
to torment the confident ſouls. — How 
dare they think, they can cheat your 
friend out of her heart and liberty, — 
How inſolent ſuch a ſuppoſition. — Oh! 
my dear friend, if I was in love, I ſhould 
expect a warmer lover, than this ſame 
Captain CRospy ; — he knows the dear 
girl is dying for him, and it makes him 
ſaucy, — How ſhould I doat upon taming 
ſuch a lover ? : 

My couſin RAVENSWOR TH danced with 
a younger ſiſter of Mrs. Hox NV, whom 
I never ſaw before; Miſs HarRioT 


ManninG —ſhe is very pretty, and ſeems 
to be agreeable, —I have given her an in- 
vitation to H..., and hope ſhe will ac- 
cept of it; eſpecially, as I ſhall ſoon, 1 
ſuppoſe, be called on to attend you ; and, 
I think, ſhe will be a pretty companion 
for Miſs SEAGROVE, 
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of I have now given as good an account 
of the ball, as my time will permit. — 
Captain CRosBY and HENRIETTA part- 
ed with real concern on her fide, and 
ſomething like a pretence to it on his: 
they are to meet in the ſummer houſe, 
at the end of our park, on Sunday ; — 
of the better day, the better decd, you 
lg Now, Mak1Aa.—l1I delight in quoting 
od proverbs. I have really been fo ac- 
cuſtomed to antiquity, that I cannot 
bim help having a kind of veneration for 
wery thing that bears the name and ap- 
pearance of being ancient, — Poor HEN- 
VI really am in pain for her; I don't 
ke this red-coat fellow. — No, I'll be 
idutiful child, and do as grand-papa bids 
ne in that reſpect; I'll never marry an 
officer, MARIA; they are all too fond 
f their own pretty perſons, to pay any 
regard to that of a wife ; they are abomi- 
able coxcombs, even malice itſelf 
nuſt allow, 


My 
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My ſwain, I ſuppoſe I need not tell I. 
you that, was dying at the thoughts of Y 
loſing my ſweet company; and fearing W hi 
the conſequences of a refuſal might be I 
fatal, I permitted him the honour of vi 
paying his compliments to me the next day, 

When we got home, our old turtles were 
ſitting up to receive us: —exclaiming, ! 
ſuppole, at the wickedneſs of the times, 
and the inſufferable paſs that young people 
were now arrived at, — They began, by 
very politely aſſuring both my eouſin and 
me, that we might prepare to leave the 
houſe immediately, for they were deter 
mined not to harbour ſuch reprobatel 
any longer, — Maſter Dicxy went and 
entertained himſelf at the harpſichord : - 
and I ſaid, Bleſs me, who thought df 
finding you up at this time; indeed you 
are quite rakes to night. b 

If you are diſpoſed to be impertinent, 79 
Miſs Emity, I am not in a humour % ane 


encourage either that, or diſobedience, an litt 
I an 
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Jam determined you ſhall quit my houſe, 
You intend, ſhortly, to get me a good 
huſband then, grand-papa, do you ? But 
would not have you be in a hurry to pro- 
vide for me, before Aunt PaTTY.— 
Miſs Parr was in the room. — How 
dare you, Miſs,. give yourſelf theſe in- 
ſolent airs? I muſt aflure you, they are 
got to be bore with. —Oh ! interrupted I, 
this fitting up at nights, is the abſolute 
ruin of all ancient people, I perceive, 
Why, Aunt Parry, you are certainly 
diſtracted, child, — I can't, for my own 
part, fee any thing the leaſt inſolent in 
a good huſband ; (J told a fib by the bye, 
MARIA, for I think them the moſt im- 
pertinent things in nature) and I would 
not lay ten to one, that you are not of 
the ſame opinion. 

Come, ſays my grandfather, there is- 
no end of your tongue, I ſc2: go to bed, 
and in the morning I ſhall talk to you a 
little more ſeriouſly — We obeyed, my 


dear, 
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dear, retired to our apartments, dreamt 
of our ſwecthearts, and got up the next 
morning to write to our friends; ecce fi- 
num, MARIA. Adieu, my dear, I am 
called to breakfaſt, Now for a ſcene 
with our old Don, I dare ſay of a moſt 
entertaining nature, — Give my beſt com- 
pliments to your lord and maſter, MARIA. 
Lord, how horridly that ſounds! No, I 
ſhall never be brought to endure it : 
and believe me, my dear friend's moſt 
affectionate 


EmILY RAVENSWORTH, 


EET TER VI, 


Miſs SEAGROVE to Miſs Dansy. 


OU'LL receive this, my dear 
CHARLOTTE, by the hands of 
EmMiLY ; ſhe is called to town a month 
ſooner than ſhe expected, by a friend of 
hers, who has been married about a 
year, and is now juſt at lying-in.— 
EmMILY 
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EMILY promiſed to attend her during that 
time; and ſhe has now got a letter, re- 
quiring her preſence, — Oh! CHaAR- 
LoOTTE, how melancholy will my time 
paſs without my lively companion : ſhe 
has invited, during her abſence, a Miſs 
HARRIET MANNING, to bear me com- 
pany ; and through her means now we 
are to correſpond, - Your letters muſt be 
directed under a cover for her; ſhe is 
lively and agreeable, but I much fear, 
will not make up to me for the loſs of my 
little friend. 

Couſin Dicky attends her to town; 
and, I ſuppoſe, while ſhe continues there, 
we ſhall not have much of his company at 
H .. .— You will ſee him often, CHAR- 
LOTTE; and I hope, the amiable ſenſi- 
bility of my ſweet friend, will in time 
compenſate to him for the extreme indif- 
ſerence of his Couſin. 

I met Captain CRossy at the ball. I 
thought he appeared rather cool: I thought 
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dear, retired to our apartments, dreamt 
of our ſwecthearts, and got up the next 
morning to write to our friends; ecce fio- 
num, MARIA. Adieu, my dear, I am 
called to breakfaſt, Now for a ſcene 
with our old Don, I dare ſay of a moſt 
entertaining nature, — Give my beſt com- 
pliments to your lord and maſter, MARIA. 
Lord, how horridly that ſounds! No, I 
ſhall never be brought to endure it : 
and believe me, my dear friend's moſt 
aftectionate 


EmILY RAVENSWORTH. 
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Miſs SEAGROVE to Miſs Dansy. 


OU'LL receive this, my dear 
CHARLOTTE, by the hands of 
EmMiLY ; ſhe is called to town a month 
ſooner than ſhe expected, by a friend of 
hers, who has been married about a 
year, and is now juſt at lying-in. — 
EmMiLY 
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EMILY promiſed to attend her during that 
time; and ſhe has now got a letter, re- 
quiring her preſence, — Oh! CHar- 
LOTTE, how melancholy will my time 
paſs without my lively companion : ſhe 
has invited, during her abſence, a Miſs 
HarRIET MANNING, to bear me com- 
pany ; and through her means now we 
are to correſpond, - Your letters muſt be 
directed under a cover for her; ſhe is 
lively and agreeable, but I much fear, 
will not make up to me for the loſs of my 
little friend. 

Couſin Dick attends her to town; 
and, I ſuppoſe, while ſhe continues there, 
we ſhall not have much of his company at 
H. . .— You will ſee him often, CHAR- 
LOTTE; and I hope, the amiable ſenſi- 
bility of my ſweet friend, will in time 
compenſate to him for the extreme indif- 
ference of his Couſin. 

I met Captain CRossy at the ball. I 
thought he appeared rather cool : I thought 
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too, — But ſurely, CHARLOTTE, I cannot 
be troubled with jealouſy ; yet could [ 
not help thinking, that he looked parti- 
cularly chagrined, when EmiLy refuſed 
him her hand to dance a minuet, — His 
eyes were entirely fixed on her the whole 
evening; and, 1 fancied, the concern he 
ſhewed at parting from me, was entirely 
felt on her account, I met him the 
Sunday following, in a ſummer-houſe at 
the bottom of Mr, RavtEnsworTH's park; 
he came by the appointment of young 
RAVENSWORTH : we all walked out in 
the afternoon, and found him waiting at 
the park gate, having left his horſes and 
ſervant at an inn in the town, 

He met me with an indifference I could 
not help obſerving; and when EmiLy, 
and her Couſin, walked away from us, 
though he could not abſolutely follow 
them, and by that means loſe the oppor- 
tunity they gave him of entertaining me a 
few minutes in private; yet his eyes and 
actions 
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nctions plainly proved the uncaſineſs of 
his mind, and had they not joined us 
again ſoon after, I really believe, I ſhould 
have fainted, at the viſible and cutting 
alteration in his behaviour, 

He faintly aſked me, If I could venture 
to diſobey my parents, and marry him 
without their conſents ; but he aſked it, 
CHARLOTTE, as if he wiſhed to be denied. 

I told him, I ſhould always eſteem him 
as the man who was to be my huſband ; 
but that though no force on earth ſhould 
ever make me give my hand to another ; 
yet would I never marry him, till I had 
either obtained my parents conſent, ot 
was entire miſtreſs of myſelt. 

EmMiLy, after her uſual manner, rallied 
me upon my extraordinary obedience ; 
and upon the cloſing in of the evening, 
fearing a ſearch, we were obliged to part: 
but not till Mr. RAVENSWORTH had 
promiſed, to bring me to the ſame place 
again that day ſe'nnight, But the depar- 
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ture of Miſs RAVENSWORTH, which we 
heard of the day after, will render that 
ſcheme impracticable. Thus ſituated, my 
dear CHARLOTTE may gueſs, I am not 
in the moſt enviable ſtate of mind: the 
indifference of my beloved Harry, and 
the loſs of my good natured EMILY, have 
indeed rendered me truly wretched : and 
yet, CHARLOTTE, if he really is of a 
fickle diſpoſition, ought I not to rejoice 
that I have diſcovered it before the irre- 
vocable ceremony is paſt, which in that 
caſe muſt have made me miſerable for life. 

Perhaps, it is not yet too late to 
conquer a weakneſs, which I have ſo 
much, ſo fatally indulged : yes, CHAR- 
LOTTE, I think, I will endeavour to 
baniſh from my thoughts an ingrate ; who 
can ſo eaſily break through all vows of 
love and conſtancy, and cruelly attempt 
to wound a heart, whoſe greateſt fault 
was its too tender attachment to him ; 
but for his ſake never more will I liſten to 
the addreſſes of his ſex, 
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Oh ! my friend, if Harry is capable 
of deceit, what man is there on earth that 
can be juſt? I ſhall begin now to think 
with EmiLY, and learn to deſpiſe the 
whole male part of the creation, Much 
as ſhe rallies old maids in general, yet I 
don't know any body in a fairer way of 
becoming one than herſelf, if ſhe does not 
very much alter her preſent opinion. 

Since Captain CRrosBY is inconſtant, 
(if he is ſo, CHARLOTTE, but, oh | moſt 
ſincerely do I wiſh that I may be miſtaken) 
I am really ſorry he has fixed upon 
EmiLY as the object of his paſſion, 
becauſe he ſtands ſo little chance, both 
from her levity and inſenſibility, of ever 
ſucceeding in his deſires; believe me, 
my CHARLOTTE, I am romantic enough 
to wiſh him both ſucceſs and happineſs, 
in every ſcheme of life he may engage in; 
and I know the generoſity of EmiLyY's 
heart, beſides her real indifference of 
diſpoſition, would make her moſt heartily 

F 3 deſpiſe 
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deſpiſe Captain CRosny, if ever tha 

ſhould diſcover his partiality for her ſelf, 
She now comes in with tears in her 
eyes, and demands my letter — She is 

juſt going — Yet can hardly tell me ſo, 
Oh! CHARLoTTE, if ſhe is fo ſenſibly 
affected, with her lively diſpoſition, and 
in her different circumſtances, think what 
your friend muſt feel; tied to her, as I 
am, by gratitude, for the numberleſs 
obligations I owe her, and left in ſo very 
d:ſagreeable a ſituation, Adicu, my dear 
friend, I can no more at preſent ; pity, 

and believe me, 

Your ſincere and affectionate 

HENRIETTA SEAGROVE, 


LE 15K VI, 
Miſs Dansy to Miſs SEAGROVE. 


Tur has juſt been here, my dear 
Henwy, and with her, her amiable 
Couſin ; — She came in but with a kind 
of 
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of mclancholy air, that very much con- 
tradicted her general character: Miſs 
Danny, ſays ſhe, (with a bewitching 
ſoftneſs in her look, that made me think, 
if | was a man I ſhould certainly dic for 
her) I bring you a letter from an amiable 
friend of yours — Miſs SEAGROVE, madam ; 
and I do moſt ſincerely wiſh, you would 
join with me, in inventing ſome ſcheme 
that may bring her among us, — 

I did not then know who ſhe was, 
though I ſhould, perhaps, have gueſſed 
from her being with Mr. RavenswoRTH, 
had not the gravity of her deportment 
ſtaggered ſuch a ſuppoſition, I begged 
leave to read your epiſtle, and then found 
that the ſenſibility of your EMILx is at 
leaſt equal to her ſprightlineſs, You 
accuſe her of indifference, HENNVY.— 
Why — You would not have her in love 
you know with every man ſhe meets? and 
the ſwain that is to ward off from her 
that terrible ſentence, of dying an old 

F 4 maid, 


% run HISTORY OF 


maid, has nat as yet, I ſuppoſe, appeared, 
All in good time, HEN NY; I take upon 
me to anſwer for the ſuſceptibility of her 
heart, when ſhe ſhall behold that man ſhe 
ſhall think worthy of the conqueſt ; and 
depend upon it, that time will come, 
The lady is very young yet, and I ſce 
nothing extraordinary in her not having, 
ſo very early in life, thought of an affair 
on which depends the future happineſs or 
miſery of it —Miſs RAVENSWORTU 
appears to me to be, though perhaps 
ſprightly, very far from thoughtleſs ; and 
I do believe, ſhe will not beſtow her 
hand, where there is not a great chance of 
being happy, I will ſay no more about 
her, till a further acquaintance entitles 
me to deliver my opinion more freely, 
You will, perhaps, laugh at me for what 
J have already ſaid, but you know I pique 
myſelf upon being a phyſiognomiſt, and I 
t ink I can tell a great deal of a perſon's 
diſpoſition, at firſt ſight, 
Soon 


0 


_ „ 


didn „ A585. Tl, 


MISS RAVENSWORTH. „; 


Soon aſter I had read your letter, my 
aunt, who had been out on a morning 
viſit, entered the room: ſhe ſtarted. You 
know EmiLyY is really a moſt ſtriking 
figure, — Bleſs me, niece, I did not know 
you had company, — This is Miſs 
RAavEensSWoRTH, madam, ſays I; the 
young lady where Miſs SEAGROVE is, 
and who has been kind enough to charge 
herſelf with a letter from that lady. 

Indeed, niece, we arc infinitely obliged 
to Miſs RavensworTH; and, I hope, 
if ſhe is come to make any ſtay in town, 
ſhe will often honour us with her 
company, 

I am much obliged to Mrs. DANnx, 
ſays EMILY, and as I am ſure I can no 
where paſs my time more agrecabl-, I 
ſhall often do myſelf the plcaſure of en— 
quiring after your health; and tho' I 
cannot return the compliment while in 
town, the lady I am with not being in 
a ſituation to receive company; yet, if 

vou 
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you ladies will be kind enough to accept 
a couple of places in our coach, when we 
return to II..., I ſhall eſteem it a par- 
ticular happineſs myſelf; and I am ſure, 
it will moſt cflentially contribute to the 
reſtoration both of Miſs SEAGROVE's 
health and ſpirits; which, I very much 
fear, will be impaired by the extreme 
conſinement and ſolitude ſhe ſuffers at 
preſent, 

We both bowed, and thanked her for 
her polite invitation ; which, if ſhe ſhould 
renew again, my Aunt will allow me to 
accept of, I plainly ſaw ſhe was delighted 
with the polit: and engaging behaviour 
of Miſs RavenswonTtH ; and indced, it 
is next to an impoſlibility not to be in 
love with her, 

Her amiable couſin too, Henwy ! oh! 
I dare not truſt my pen, to ſay much 
about him, Jeſt it ſhould too vilibly betray 
the weakneſs of my heart; ſuſfice it to 
ſay, when we females had done with our 

compli- 
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compliments, he became the life of our 
company; and after having ſtaid till al- 
molt dinner time, they retired, promiſing 
to call again very ſoon, 

And now that I have parted with them, 
Henny, let me proceed to anſwer one 
part of your letter, of which indeed, my 
dear friend, I don't at all approve, — 
Beware of jealouſy, my love, 'tis danger- 
ous to encourage fo deſtructive a paſſion, 
Have more confidence in a man who has 
loved you fo long, and who, ta my know- 
ledge, has given undoubted proofs of a 
moſt ardent paſſion : but ſhould it turn 
out, as you (I hope unjuſtly) expect, 
for God's fake, never one moment think 
of entertaining a further regard for a 
man, ſo every way unworthy, as he would 
then prove himſelf to be, 

Hard as it appears, to conquer an in- 
clination for a really deſerving object; 
yet ſurely, when a man falſthics his honour, 
his conſcience, and integrity, in ſo pal- 

pable 
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pable a manner, one cannot look on him ] 
without contempt, and that is ſo nearly 
allied to indifterence, that one may hope 
in time to recover one's liberty, with this 
advantage, that it will make us more 
cautious another time, how we beſtow 
our hearts too raſhly, 

Not that I think that has been at all 
your caſe; you have known your Har ky, 
even from your infancy, and during the 
courſe of ſome years, you have had reaſon 
to think him the moſt amiable of men. 

There is the leſs cauſe then, my dear 
girl, for ſuſpicion; you ought to place 
more conſidence in him, knowing him 
as you do, Henny: how can you ſup- 
poſe him ſo great a villain ? Baniſh all 
ſuch thoughts, my lovely friend, and look 
forward to better days, —I hope to ſee 
you ſoon, compleatly happy in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a man, whom 1 am determined 
to have the beſt opinion of, 'til I have 
the moſt abſolute and convincing proofs 
to the contrary, 
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I truſt prodigiouſly in EmiLy's friend- 
ſhip, to bring about this wiſhed for alli- 
ance; if ſhe has the enterprizing genius 
you deſcribe her with, I dare ſay, ſhe will 
one way or other effect it; I really am 
impatient till I ſce her again, Surely 
her couſin and ſhe, are the moſt amiable 
couple in the world; I don't know in 
whoſe favour my heart beats moſt : I do 
ſincerely wiſh them both happy. And 
yet I don't know how it is, but I cer- 
tainly don't wiſh them that happineſs to- 
gether, ſo much (conſidering how it 
is deſired by all their friends, and how 
calculated they are for each other) as I 
ought to do. 

I was interrupted by Mrs. HAN NAH 
RipspALE a little while ago, who came 
up, and defired to know, Who that 
charming young lady was, that was here 
juſt now ? for to be certain, Ma'am, ſays 
ſhe, ſhe is the moſt beautifulleſt young 
creature I ever ſet my eyes on, I told her 

it 
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it was Miſs RAVENSWORTU, a particus 
lar friend of Miſs SEAGROVE's, who came 
to bring me a letter, 

I then could not help beſtowing a ſew 
encomiums on the lovely EMILY ; and 
the old maid ſaid, ſhe ought to be en- 
dowed with a great deal of diſcretion, 
to preſerve that pretty face from the im- 
pertinent attacks of the male creaturcs ; 
and begged ſhe might be ſent for into 
the room, upon ſome occaſion, the next 
time Miſs RAvEnswoRTH paid us a 
viſit, I promiſed ſhe ſhould; and fhe 
went out, quite in ecſtacies about your 
pretty friend (little thinking, how very 
ſevere ſhe is upon all her ſiſterhood, ) 

My Aunt too can talk of nothing elſe; 
and indeed, HEN NY, no more ſhould I, 
if I was to write on till to-morrow 
morning ; for which reaſon, that you may 
not complain too much of the ſamencls 
of my ſtile, I ſhall conclude myſelf, my 
dear HENRIETTA's ſincerely affectionate 

CHARLOTTE DANBY 
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Miſs RAvENSWORTH to Miſs SEAGROVE, 


ILL my amiable HenrieTTA 
excuſc her EML, for not hav- 
ing taken an carlier opportunity of ac- 
quainting her, that immediately on her 
arrival in town, ſhe waited upon Miſs 
Dansy with her epiſtle. But indeed, 
my lovely fricad, I was fo extremely 
affected at the loſs of your agreeable com- 
pany, and the thoughts of the uncom- 
fortable ſituation you was left in, joined 
to Mrs, CLAVTON's having had an ex- 
treme bad time, and very little hopes of 
her recovery till to-day, that my ſpirits 
have literally been harraſſed to death, 
and rendered me incapable till now of 
cuploying my pen. 

I have not ſeen your CHARLOTTE 
ſince my fuſt viſit ; J intend waiting on 
her to-morrow; but my couſin Dicky 
pays his compliments to her every day, 
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Lord, HEN NV, I wiſh the fright may 
fall in love with her, and ceaſe perſe— 
cuting me with his odious family addreſies. 
Don't you think it will be a very eligible 
ſcheme ? She won't be cruel; will ſhe? 
No, heaven forbid; I expire at the very 
thoughts of a diſappointment. Oh ! how 
ſincerely I wiſh the creature yoked with 
any but myſelf; not but I think the 
thing will make a tolerable kind of 
huſband, or I really would not recom- 
mend him to the lovely CHARLOTTE; 
who, I am ſure, deſerves the beſt uſage 
theſe ſort of animals are capable of be- 
ſtowing in the marriage ſtate, 

Oh! HENNVY, HENNV, after all, what 
ſort of a ſtate is this ſame matrimony ? 
Much as I have ridiculed it, I always had 
ſome ſmall kind of intentions, in caſe 
I could meet with a pretty ſwain, who 
anſwered in every reſpect to my ideas of 
perfection; which, entre nous, I think 
is impoſſible ; 

I ay, 
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I ſay, in ſuch a caſe, I had ſome ſmall 
doubts upon me, whether or no, in order 
to ſave ſome raſh youth from an untimely 
death, and myſelf from that never enough 
to be dreaded reproach of an old maid, I 
might not have been perſuaded to have 
taken ſuch an Adonis for better for worſe, 
upon an abſolute promiſe, that he would 
never preſume upon any account to con- 


tradict my abſolute will and pleaſure ; 


for that, Henwny, I poſitively could not 
bear: but now ſince I came to Mrs. 
CLAYTON's, my love, I abſolutely deſpair 
of ever finding a man, that either will, or 
can do proper juſtice to my charms, and 
make me happy as I ſhould expect to be 
in ſuch a ſtate, | 
Surely, if any woman in the world had 
a thorough right to a good huſband, it is 
the amiable Mrs. CLavyToN ; ſhe is poſ- 
ſeſſed of every accompliſhment both of 
mind and perſon ; ſhe is the beſt of wiyes, 
remarkably lively and extremely ſenſible : 
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If ſuch a woman, HxNNVY, who hag 
abſolutely every qualification to render the 
marriage-{tate deſirable, cannot meet 
with a ſuitable return from a man who 
married abſolutely for love; what have I 
to expect, who never can attain to a 
thouſandth part of her excellency ? But 
ſhe is at leaft happy in ignorance : ſhe is 
not acquainted with her huſband's in- 
fidelity ; nor ever ſhall be if I can keep it 
from her knowledge. 

And wio do you think he has fixed 
upon as a proper object of his villany ? 
Gueſs, Htwwy, if you can— No—im- 
poſſible — You could never ſuppoſe, who 
it was he daxcd to look on in ſo inſolent 
a light. 

Oh, my friend, I ſhall choak with 
rage, while I acquaint you it was—me— 
He dared — yes, HEenwy, the wretch pre- 
fumed to venture even into my bed- 
chamber. — My maid was juſt gone out, 
and I was dreſſing by my ſelf, when he 
entered, — 
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Mr. CLayrTon, ſays I, what is it you 


ean want? Is your wife any worfe? I 


tremble with apprehenſion, leſt ſomething 
very particular indeed ſhould have in- 
duced you to take ſuch a liberty — He 
trembled too, 

Can Mifs RavensworTn, fays he, 
deny me the pleaſure of ſpeaking a few 
words to her in private ? 

So many opportunities as Mr, CLAY- 
Ton has of ſpeaking to me in private 
every day in the parlour ; what can now 
have happened ſo very particular, that 
you could not either have waited my 
coming down, or ſent a ſervant to deſire 
my company, without ſo abruptly ſeeking 
it in a place where it is never uſual with 
me to receive any company. —If you 
want to ſpeak with me, fir, ſays I, in a 
higher and as ſevere a tone as I could put 
on, I fhall attend you in the parlour 
immediately; in the mean time your 
abſence here will particularly oblige me; 

1 and 
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and I did not think Mr. CLayToN 
would ſo far have broke thro' all the 


bounds of good manners, as in his own 


houſe to trouble me with ſo unſeaſonable 
an intruſion, 

Oh! Miſs RavensworTH, ſays he, 
caſting himſelf at my feet, let the moſt 
ardent, the moſt tender paſſion, that ever 
warmed the breaſt of an admiring lover, 
plead my excuſe. 

I roſe with indignation painted on my 
countenance, and ſaid with a look of con- 
tempt: — A moſt lover like appearance 
you make at preſent, mult certainly be 
owned, Oh! Mr. CLAvTON, in how 
very deſpicable a light do you now appear 
to me!— And is this the way you would 
recommend yourſelf to my eſteem, by 
making yourſelf the moſt deteſtable monſter 
human nature can produce ? — A married 
man ! — Married to the moſt amiable, the 
moſt deſerving of women, — For ſhame, 
Mr. CLavToN, — recollect yourſelf — 


I am 
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I am willing to ſuppoſe this moſt inſolent 
addreſs, tho' ſo early in the morning, is 
the effect of liquor — it muſt—it is im- 
poſſible you ſhould have the boldneſs to 
treat me in ſo impertinent a ſtile, if you 
was in a reaſonable ſtate, Retire, fir, 
(for he was ſtill kneeling) and endeavour 
to repent ſo vile, ſo ungentleman-like a 
proceeding. — So ſaying, I was attempting 
myſelf to gain the door, 

No, Miſs RavenswoRTH, ſays he, 
ſtarting up, and detaining me: By heaven, 
you ſhall not eſcape me thus. 

Sir, ſaid I, either let me go, or I will 
alarm the houſe and neighbourhood. Take 
care, Mr. CLayTon, I am very reſolute; 
I ſhould be ſorry to expoſe you; but 
depend upon it, I will, if you don't imme» 
diately let me go. | 

No, my love, fays he, you will not I 
think do that for my wife's ſake, 

How dare you? inſolent as you are, 
ſays I, make uſe of her name as a warrant 
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in ſo vile a cauſe; inſtantly unhand me, 
or you ſhall repent it while you've life, — 
It was in vain, I threatened, HEN NV; in 
ſo cruel a ſituation what could I do? I 
durſt not make a noiſe, leſt it ſhould come 
to my MaRrIa's ears, and prove a pre- 
zudice to her health. I began to be almoſt 
diſtracted; but recollecting a pair of 
pointed ſcifſars which I had in my pocket, 
I drew them from the ſheath, and before 
he could have time to prevent me, ſtabbed 
him thro' the hand. 

He muttered a great oath ; but the pain 
pbliged him to quit his hold, and I ran 
down ſtairs. 

Since that, I have never truſted myſelf 
without the door lacked, and my maid in 
the room; and in the day time, I have 
never ſtirred out of Mrs. CLayTox's 
apartment. — Oh! Hrenxy, would to 
heaven I was ſafe at H.. again: I deteſt 
this vile London, and tremble at the 
thoughts of this more vile CLAYTON, 


He 
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He ſometimes comes up to enquire after 
his ſweet wife, but ſcarce ever caſts a look 
at me. Had it not been for her ſake, it 
would not have ſignified had the ſciſſars 
flabbed him through the heart inſtead of 
hand. 

Don't you think they are a pretty kind 
of weapon, my dear? they outdo the tongue 
a bar's length, I find: pray never go 
without a pair in your pocket; and recom- 
mend the fame caution to Aunt Par, Jeſt 
at any time her virtue ſhould ſuffer an 
attack. Do you think ſhe would make 
uſe of them? — No-] fancy the poor 
virgin would be fo terrified, the monſter 
might work his will on her, before ſhe 
could recollect herſelf enough to ſand 
upon the defenſive, | 

I dare ſay, my lovely girl, during the 
time that I am entertaining you with my 
own affairs, you moſt devoutly wiſh me 
at Jerico, for not mentioning a word 
to you about a certain perſon, named 
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HARRY Crossy. Oh! HENNY, HENNY, 
what a ſad thing it is to be in love | — 
Yes —I have ſeen the creature, to be ſure. 
Well, what then — Why you don't want 
to know any more about him, do you? 
Oh! but indeed I do, ſays Miſs SEA“ 
GROVE — What a teizing wretch this 
EMILY is ! —I am not, Hsnwy ; — how 
dare you call me fo? I ſhall be in the 
pouts preſently if you afrront me — Your 
lovely Captain is to meet you then juſt 
three days hence, (you can count, can't 
you, HENNY) not according to the lover's 
calendar, my dear (for then you know I 
ſhould call it three tedious years) but 
according to the common courſe of time, 
which if you can't, I ſuppoſe Miſs 
HARRIET can reckon for you. 

He is to come with Couſin Dicky, and 
meet you at the old ꝓlace of appointment, 


our convenient park ſummer-houſe, my. 


love — Tou are acquainted with it, I 
dare ſay, 
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Mr. RAVENSWORTH will dine with 
you, I ſuppoſe, and after dinner accom- 
pany you two young ones to the place of 
rendezvous, where you will behold your 
expecting Enamorato, dying with impati- 
ence for a ſight of his beautiful Dulcinea. 

Well, much good may ſuch engage- 
ments be productive of, to my dear HENRI“ 
ETTA ; but as for me, I ſhall, I believe, 
ſet me down a poor forſaken damſel at the 
laſt end of the tale, that is commonly 
known by the appellation of an old maid ; 
that is to ſay, I muſt lead apes, I ſuppoſe 
—Why—I don't know, HEnny—Men 
are but a more proportioned animal of that 
ſpecies, and why one ſhould be tied to a great 
ape in this world, to avoid leading a little 
one in the next, I can't conceive—No— 
if I don't mcet with an Adonis after my 
own heart, that apprehenſion ſhall never 
cheat me out of my liberty, I am reſolved. 

Well, Henny, how do you find your- 
ſelf by this time, child? Quite delighted, 

I ſuppoſe, 
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I ſuppoſe, with the thoughts of what three 
days hence will produce. A ſpruce mon- 
key in a red coat, hay my love Well, ] 
own the fright's attractions to be very 
great: Oh ! what numberleſs beauties con- 
ter in that pretty habit, and a well pow- 
dered head, —No matter how the inſide is 
furniſhed, you know, my dear, provided 
the friſſeur is not ſparing in his more eſ- 
ſential materials, 

Excuſe me, Henwy, if I have made 
rather too froe with your lovely knight: 
I will aſſure you, Mr, CLayToN has put 
me more out of love than ever with the 
male baboons of every degree, 

Indeed, my dear, I am very low- 
ſpirited : — will my ſweet friend believe 
me? No, EmiLy, fay you, I know you 
never are. For once, my lovely Miſs 
SEAGROVE, give me leave to contradict 
you, for I poſitively am, Not quite the 
vapours ; yet I fancy — No, I believe not 
quite fo apt a ſcholar as that comes to; 
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tho' I ſee ladies dying of that faſhionable 
diſorder here every day; I have not ab- 
ſolutely caught the infection. | 

How you do to preſerve yourſelf againft 
them, my ſweet HEN NY, in that ſolitary 
place, who have been uſed to the noiſe 
and hurry of this great metropolis, I 
can't imagine. For my own part —I 
would not own it to any but yourſelf, my 
dear, and therefore I beg you would not 
betray your friend's want of taſte; yet 
really, my time hangs ſo heavy on my 
hands here, I cannot tell what to do; 
and I ſuffer ſuch intolerable confinement, 
that I am half dead. 

You may know by this, my dear, what 
reaſon to aſſign for it, if you ſhould 
happen to think my letter moſt uncom- 
monly ſtupid. — Do you think the excuſe 
is paſtable, IIENVNV V? — Whether you do 
or not, my dear, Mrs, CLayToN's bell 
obliges me to conclude myſeif with 
lincereſt wiſhes ſor your happineſs, 

Your afte ctionate friend, 


EMILY RAVENSWORT!!. 
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LETTER IX. 


Miſs SzacRove to Miſs Dans. 


NDONE, undone, CraRLorTTt, 

oh! what will be the end of this 
unfortunate affair ? We are diſcovered and 
ruined for ever. On Sunday, my dear 
girl, Mr. RavensworRTH came to dine 
with us, but prior to that I had got a letter 
from EM1Ly, acquainting me of his ar- 
rival, and that Captain CrRosBY was to 
come with him, and ſtay in the town till 
after dinner, and meet us as before in the 
park in the afternoon. 


Accordingly as it was agreed, after din- 
ner Mr, RavEnsSWoORTH propoſed a walk 
with Miſs HARRIOT MaNnninG and my- 
ſelf; Miſs PAT TY would fain have ac- 
companied us, but young RAVvENSWORTH 
told her plainly, that we would not be 
troubled with her, | 
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I certainly, CHARLOTTE, had ſome pre- 
ſentiment of what was to happen, for I 
trembled till I could ſcarce ſupport my- 
ſelf: however we ſallied out, and when 
we came to the ſummer-houſe, found my 
HARRY waiting for us : we had converſed 
ſome time together, when EMiLyY's cou- 
fin aſked Miſs HARRIOT ManninG if ſhe 
durſt truſt herſelf with him, to.take a walk 
round the fiſh-pond ; ſhe agreed, but juſt 
as they were going out, ſhe ſtarted and 
ſcreamed, I went to ſce what was the 
matter, but judge of my ſurprize, on go- 
ing to the door, to ſee Miſs PATTY with 
one of the maid-ſervants, ſtanding under 
the window where we had been talking. 
She came up to me with rage and malice 
painted in her countenance “ So, Miſs 
SEAGROVE, ſays ſhe, a pretty account we 
ſhall give of you to your friends at their 
return; I thought you had been a young 
lady of more diſcretion, And you too, 
my pretty nephew, I ſhall acquaint -my 
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father of theſe proceedings—As for you, 
Sir, ſays ſhe, turning to Captain CRosny 
(whoſe name ſhe had heard mentioned 


during the time ſhe had been liſtning) I 


fancy you have no further buſmmeſs here, 
the young lady will be better fecured for 
the future I will aſſure you; this is Ex- 
LY'S coings, I ſuppoſe, it is like her 
enough; bat we ſhall counterwork her 
ſchemes for once I believe. 

Cone, Miſs SEAGRove, continued ſhe, 
you and Miſs Manning will be kind 
enough to return with me into the houſe : 
as for my nephew, and the other gentle- 
man, they are at liberty to do as they like. 

Oh ! my dear aunt, ſays Mr. Ravens- 
woRrTH, I am immenſely obliged to you 


for your great kindneſs and condeſcenſion, 


in permitting me to follow my own in- 
elinations; but I muſt beg and inſiſt of 
you, never to mention this affair to my 
grandfather, or depend upon it, I ſhall re- 
ſent it to the utmoſt extent of my abili- 
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ties. Oh! as for that, ſays Mifs Parry, 
I am perfectly eaſy about your threats, 
Maſter RicyarD, I give you my word; 
and it is utterly out of your power to turn 
my purpoſe in any reſpect, for I am de- 
termined thoſe proccedings ſhall not be 
carried on any longer; I have too great 
a regard for the young lady, to ftand by 
and fee her ruin herſelf in ſo abominable 
a manner, | 

Oh, Miſs RAVENSWORTRH, ſays your 
trembling friend, if you have a regard 
for me, prove it now by concealing this 
affair; I here give you my folemn pro- 
miſe, never to fee Captain CRosgy again 
while I remain in your houſe : Oh! for 
the love of hcaven, do not expoſe me to 
the anger of my parents, when it can 
anſwer no end either to you or them; my 
dear Miſs RAvENSWORTH, confider before 
you do me fo irrepatable an injury, 

Miſs MaxxinG and the two gentle- 
men joined with me in the moſt carneſt 


entrea- 
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entreatics ; but nothing could ſoften the 
obdurate heart of this malicious woman, 
Captain CRrosBy reluctantly took his 
leave, and young RAVENSWORTH, with 
HARRIOT, and myſelf, went with Miſs 
PaTTY into the houſe. 

When we entered the parlour, old Mr, 
RAvEnSWORTH ſceing me in tears, de- 
manded the cauſe, and by that means 
gave his ill-conditioned daughter an im- 
mediate opportunity of diſcovering my 
misfortune, and her own bad diſpoſition, 

The cauſe, Sir, ſays ſhe, burſting with 
ſpite and envy; the cauſe is, that if it 
had not been for me, Miſs SEAGROVE 
would, by this time, with the aſſiſtance 
of my ungracious nephew, and this con- 
venient young lady, have been carried 
off by a fellow, by her Captain Crossr : 
but I ſuppoſe it was a contrivance of 
EmMILY's, and I am glad I have fo luckily 
defeated it. 
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We all remained filent: Mr. Ra- 
VENSWOR'TH, and his wife, both looked 
aſtoniſhment ; at laſt the old gentleman 
ſpoke, 4+ Upon my word, Daughter, I 
ſcarce know how to believe all this; I al- 


ways took Miſs SEAGROVE to be too diſ- 


creet for any thing of this kind.” 

Oh! yes, Sir, ſays Miſs PaTTy, and 
ſo did I too; but you ſee how it is: I 
think nothing but my own eyes could have 
convinced me of it. Your own eyes, 
Parry! Did you ſee it yourſelf? Yes, 
Sir, ſays ſhe, You know I offered to walk 
with them, but they refuſed it—they did 
not want my company. No—no—that 
would indeed have deſeated their deſigns ; 
but I really gueſſed there was ſomething 
in the wind, and fo I deteraiined to watch 
them, and diſcover, if poſſible, what they 
were upon ; and after having traced them 
to the ſummer-houſe in the park, where I 


ſaw they were met by a young officer, I 


found out the whole affair, 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, Miſs StAGcRove, ſay'd Mr, 
RavenswoRTH, I am extremely ſorry 
to hear this of you ; I took you for a dif. 
ferent fort of a young lady; but I muft 
inſtantly acquaint your father and mother 
with what has happened; and in the mean 
time muſt beg of you to keep in the houſe, 
for I ſhould not do juſtice to my good 
friend Mr. SkACGCROVR, if I ſuffered any 
more of theſe park excurſions. And for 
you, Sir, turning to his grandſon, I de- 
ſire you would quit my houſe, and never 
more let me ſce your face in it. How 
dare you be aſſiſting in ſchemes of this 
ſort? When a lady is entruſted to my care, 
is it for you to be aiding in her eſcape ? 

As for your houſe, Sir, returned 'the 
young man, excepting theſe two young 
ladies, and my grandmother, 1 don't care 
if it was at the D—], and every one in it, 
There now, do you ſee, my dear, 'fays 
Mr. Ravzxswortn, ſenior, turning to 
his wite; is this behaviour to be born 

with ? 
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with ? Oh ! that ever I ſhould be curſed 
with the plague of having children and 
grand=children ; I don't believe there ever 
was a man in England fo plagued with a 
reprobate family, as myſelf, 

Why really, my dear, ſays Mrs. Ravexs- 
WORTH, I would not have you put your- 
ſelf in a paſſion ; to be ſure it was rather 
unthinking of the young people; it is not 
pretty for young ladies to be too forward 
in meeting young fellows ; but I dare ſay 
there was no deſign of running away in 
the caſe; and I think for once we muſt 
conceal this affair from the knowledge of 
Mr. and Mrs. SEAGROVE. | 

Conceal it ! ſays Miſs PAT TY: No, 
Ma'am, I can aflure you, if my father 
does not acquaint them with it, I will. 

Hold your tongue, impudence, ſays Mrs. 
RAVvENSWORTH-(who is not at all fond of 
her maiden daughter) I was ſpeaking to 
your father, and not to you, and I won't 


be interrupted : I ſay, Mr, Ravexs- 
5 H 2 WORTH, 
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WORTH, I will be bound for Miſs SEA“ 
GROVE's future good behaviour, and 1 
am determined her parents ſhall not be 
told of her. 

You are an unaccountable woman, my 
dear, ſays the old gentleman (and indeed, 
CHARLOTTE, ſhe is both maſter and miſ- 
treſs, when ſhe takes it into her head to 
be ſo) and I cannot conceive why you 
ſhould deſire to keep this a ſecret, when, 
at the ſame time, it is ſetting a bad ex- 
ample for our own. EMILY, who, by the 
by, I fear, as PATTy ſays, is at the bot- 
tom of theſe impudent tranſactions. 

Aye, I'm ſure of it, Sir, ſays the old 
maid ; but my mother never believes any 
thing againſt her, you know, 

You tell a falſity, ſays Mrs, Ravens- 
WORTH (in a downright paſſion at hear- 
ing her darling EMIL accuſed) you im- 
pudent huſſy, get out of my ſight this mo- 
ment, and leave the room. I wiſh you 
! Was 
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was half as good as my EMIL, I ſhould have 
more credit of you than ever I had yet. 

Mr. RAVENSWORTEH interrupting her, 
Fie, my dear, how can you talk in ſuch a 
manner ? 

Don't tell me, Mr. RavenswoRTH, 
retorted ſhe, I am reſolved I won't have 
my grand-daughter ill ſpoke of by any one; 
you never knew how to eſteem the worthy 
part of your family; but if you don't 
know your duty to them, thank Gop, I 
do; and I will never hear them run down. 

The old gentleman now ſeeing it was 
in vain to contend, remained filent, and 
Miſs PaTTyY again began to ſpeak, and 
ſay'd, it was proper for Mrs. HoRN BY to 
be acquainted with the ſhare Miſs HAR- 
RIOT bore in our intrigues; but Mrs, RA» 
VENSWORTH abſolutely oppoſed it. 

After ſupper we rctired to our apart» 
ments : in the morning young RAVENS- 
WoRTH left us, and as I ſuppoſe he has 
by this time acquainted his couſin with 
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bur misfortunes: I have not wrote to her, 
Oh! CHARLOTTE, had ſhe been there, 
her auntdurſt not have watched us; we are 
uſt loſt for want of our amiable ENMIL v. 
How far Mrs, RAVENSWORTH will be 
able to influence the behaviour of her fa- 
mily, I cannot ſay ; but I am ſure, if it is 
in her power to be of ſervice, the goodneſs 
of her heart will inſure me her protection. 
Neither Mr. RAVENSWORTH, nor 
PaTTY, have ſpoke three words ſince 
Sunday : I fear there is ſome miſchief in 
the wind. Oh! CrarLoTTE, what muſt 
J do if they acquaint my father with it? 
I have every thing to dread—How happy 
are you, my friend, in ſo good, ſo va- 
luable an aunt how happy is EMILY 
in her independance in ſhort, how 
happy is every one when put in com- 
petition with your unfortunate HENR1- 
ETTA ? Will my misfortunes never end? 
ſurely, CHARLOTTE, if it is a crime to 
love, it brings its puniſhment moſt ſe- 
verely 
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verely along with it, Adieu, my love, 

and pity the fate of | 
"= Yoyr unhappy 
H. SEAGRQVE, 


LETTER X. 
Miſs Euryx RavaensworTHA, 
To Mrs. RavenswoRTH. 


| ILL you, my dear, my ever ho- 
noured parent, aſſiſt your EMILY 

in ſaving her beloved HENRIETTA ? Yes 
I know you will—I know your amiable 
and benevolent diſpoſition, ever ready to 
comfort the afflicted, will not give up my 
friend to the anger of an enraged and 
moſt ſevere parent, . | | 

Couſin DICK has told me of Mrs. MaR= 

THA's unworthy treatment of that ſweet 
girl—Oh! why was I not there; ſhe 
ſhould have cooled her penchant for liſ- 
tening, in the park fiſh-pond, before ever 
the ſhould have made a peaceable entry to 
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betray my friend :—Acknowledge her not 
as your daughter, Ma'am, ſhe is not wor- 
thy of being bleſled with ſo good, ſo amia- 
ble a mother Can't you turn her out of 
doors ; I think ſhe will teach me to be as 
malicious as herſelf, I cannot bear her 
low, cunning, hypocritical tricks, W hat 
a ſimpleton was Couſin Dick, not to give 
her a ducking—And now I talk of Cou- 
fins, my dear Madam, Couſin Tommy 
is come to town, Uncle Jonx's eldeſt ſon, 
and ſuch a booby ! But I won't anticipate, 
you'll ſee him; and you'll glory in your 
relation no doubt, 

I don't think he was ever at H— ſince 
we were both children; my Uncle ſent 
him to ſee my grandfather and you, I 
ſuppoſe, but the youth thought a trip to 
LonDon, for a ſhort time, would be a 
more eligible ſcheme than viſiting his 
country relations, Dicky happened to 
meet him by chance, and brought him 


to me, 
He 


ot 
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He entered with his pockets full of 
nuts and apples, which all the eloquence 
of his couſin could not diſſuade him from 
buying as they came along. — After he 
had finiſhed an apple, which was begun 
on when he entered — he bawled out 
loud enough to crack the drums of one's 
ears, —** Couſin EMMyY, how doſt do? 
Thou art grown a ſtropping laſs, feath. 
Then wiping his mouth, with the ſleeve 
of his coat, — Come, ſays he, I mun 
have a buſs, I thinks, for aud acquaint- 
ance ſeake, hay! EMmMy —T hain't ſeen 
you theſe ten years.” 80 ſaying, he 
laid his rude paws upon me, and ſmacked 


1 8 24. 
my lips for an hour — making noiſe enough 


for the whole town to hear him. Tho? I 
was really vexed, it was impoſſible to 
avoid laughing; and Dick enjoyed the 
ſcene beyond meaſure. 

He then offered me an apple, which I 
refuſed; indeed, I thought *twas a pity 
to rob him, for he cat as if he had faſted 

forty 
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forty days. When he had pretty near 


exhauſted his magazine of proviſions, 
he aſked his couſin, where he dined ? 
and what time? as he was ſure, he could 
never wait their plaguy London hours for 
his dinner. Dicky told him, he be- 
lieved he ſhould not dine till five 0 'clock; 
tired of his company, I ſuppoſe, and 
thinking this an effectual way to get rid 
of it. — Wounds, ſays Touuy, I won- 
der you be'nt hungred; we dine at 
father's at one o'clock, and I always gets 
a ſnack before dinner. 

I aſked him, when he intended to pay 
his duty to his grandfather? He anſwer- 
ed, Mayhap, in two or three days. — 
After having talked ſome time longer, 
with couſin Dick, about hunting and 
Mooting, and ſome of thoſe very few 
things he ſeems to underſtand, they retired, 

For heaven's ſake, madam, what could 
my uncle Joan be about, to bring up a 
ſon in ſo ſtrange a manner ? — He really 

is 
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is not five degrees removed from a natural; 
I am rather doubtful; whether or no he 
can ſpell his own name: I hope he will 
afford ſome entertainment to my lovely 
Henny., How forry am I, that Mrs. 
CLayToON's indiſpoſition will not permit 
me to come down, and try to be of ſer- 
vice to her; but in you, my beſt of 
parents, I put all my truſt; you will, 
for your EMILY's ſake, be a friend to her. 
I know ſhe loves Captain CROSRY to 
diſtraction ; but at the ſame time, I know 
he is not worthy of her. Your kind and 
gentle rergonſtrances will, perhaps, be of 
more force with her, to conquer ſuch a 
paſſion, than the moſt fevere rebukes from 
any one elle, 

Suffer her not, my dear madam, to be 
inſulted by PATTY RAVENSWORTH, (for 
Aunt I cannot call her) and prevail, if 
poſſible, with my grandfather, to conceal 
her meeting with Captain CRosBy from 
Mr. SzaGRoveE. Surely, it is a ſtrange 

prejudice 
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prejudice her parents have taken againſt 
this young officer, he is certainly a ſuit. 
able match for her ; but that is beſt ſettled 
amongſt themſelves. I think for Hew- 
RIETTA's part, did ſhe know as much 
of him as I do, ſhe would never make 
him, unworthy as he is, the object of 

her choice, | 
He has taken it into his head, to de. 
clare a tendre for me, ſince I came to 
town: but I gave the gentleman his 
anſwer, in the ſmarteſt terms; and am 
pretty ſure, he will never more renew 
his attacks in that quarter. This is the 
foundation I have for wiſhing ſhe might 
forget him : but do not, my dear madam, 
be too abrupt in acquainting her with 
his infidelity ; tho' that caution was need- If i 
leſs to you, whoſe amiable and worthy it © 
heart, ever ſhudders at the thoughts of anc 
giving pain, | W 
And now, my dear madam, will you lac 
forgive me, if I ay a word or two about I W. 
© myſelf, Non 


againſt 
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myſelf, this wedding of mine, my dear 
grand-mama ? I don't think I ſhall ever 
bring myſelf to marry couſin Dicky ; 
forry, as I ſhould be, to diſoblige my 
orand-father, and trebly ſorry to diſoblige 
you; yet can I not in my heart, bring 
myſelf to accept him for a huſband. Will 
you be angry with your EmiLyY for this 
confeſſion? No am ſure you won't — 
| always made it a rule to acquaint you 
with every ſecret movement of my heart ; 
and ſhall I now begin to uſe diſguiſe, in 
ſo material a point to ? 

Indeed I cannot account for my aver- 
fon to this match: —I am ſure, my heart 
feels no partiality in favour of another; — 
if it did, you ſhould be acquainted with 
it as ſoon as myſelf, and by your advice 
and counſel would I entirely be directed. 
Would you then wiſh your EmiLy to 
ſacrifice her peace for ever? I find, if you 
was to require it, I muſt comp'y ; but, 
oh! my dear madam, believe me, I ſhould 

be 
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be a wretch for life: and could I be Au 
made ſo by your means? No—it is out him 
of your power, to inflict ſo ſevere a ſen- 
tence on your reſpectfully — 


and dutiful 
EMILY r 


LETTER XI. 
Mrs. RAVENSwOR TR, 
o Miſs 'EmiLy RAVENSWORT H. 


T Received yours, my dear EmitLy, 
and have ſo far complied with your 
requeſt, that I have perſuaded Mr, 
RAvENnSWoORTH to lay his injunctions 
on Parry, not to mention to Mr. or 
Mrs. SEAGROVE a word off what is paſt; 
in regard to their daughter. But indeed; 
EuiL x, I am in a great deal of affliction: 
Vour grandfather, poor man, is taken 
violently ill with the gout in his ſtomach; 
and the doctor is apprehenſive that the 


conſequences may prove fatal. Your al 
| Aunt 


I bs 
S out 
a ſen. 
Mate, 


RTH; 
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Aunt PATTY is not ſo affiduous about 
him as I could with. I own, my dear, 
ſhe is much to blame in many things ; 
but ſtill, ſhe is your Aunt, EmiLy, and 
my daughter; and as fach, let her ac- 
tions be what they will, has an un- 
doubted right to claim from you, as her 
niece, a more refpectful carriage. Great 
as my regard is for you, I cannot en- 
courage you in any thing that bears the 
leaſt appearance'of wrong. 

You ſay, The does not deſerve to be 
my daughter. —Confider, ExiLx, if even 
the beſt of us were 'to meet with our 
deſerts, what miſerable wretches we ſhould 
be; no, my love, there is a great and 
good Being who is judge over us all, 
and who will reward the righteous, and 
puniſh the wicked for their evil deeds. 
It is not for us, weak mortals, to can- 
vaſs the actions of each other: if we are 


ill uſed, we muſt leave it to a wiſe and 
all-merciful God, to avenge our wrongs, 
nor 
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nor dare preſume to puniſh, where we 
ourſelves ſtand in ſuch need of mercy; 
Judge not, leſt thou ſhould be judged,” 
I am ſorry to hear your couſin 'Tomny 
is in town; I think the ſooner you could 
prevail on him to come to H.. ., the 
better. 
| Tho? your deſcription of him may be 
pretty true; yet there again, EmiLy, I 
muſt condemn you, — He is your couſin, 
and as ſuch, nay, even as your fellow 
. Chriſtian, you ſhould endeavour to ſcreen 
his faults, and not expoſe them. — If the 
Almighty has favoured you with ſuperior 
talents, beware how you miſuſe them. — 
It ſavours of ingratitude, my dear, and 
that is literally the worſt of crimes ; you 
ſhould be thankful for the bleſſings you 
enjoy, and uſe them to affiſt your fellow 
creatures, and not inſult them, becauſe 
they are leſs happy than yourſelf. —1 


think your uncle JoHN rather to blame 


with regard to the education of your 
couſin.— 
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couſin, — May be the lad's abilities are 
better than you imagine : — you ſhould 
always endeavour to look on the moſt 
favourable ſide. 

' Your uncle, I fear, thro' too great a 
fondneſs for money, has made his ſon 
appear in a leſs arable light, than he 
could otherwiſe, perhaps, have done; his 
having married a woman, rather in the 
lower claſs of life, has not, I doubt, 
added to the brightneſs of the young man's 
genius: ToMMY's own mother died when 
he was very young ; and my ſon, by 
taking to his ſecond wife a farmer's daugh- 
ter, has diſobliged Mr. RAVENSWORTH 
ſo much, that he never could be prevailed 
on to ſee him again. However, he is in- 
clined to be very fond of his grandſon ; 
and I am ſorry, he is likely to make ſo 
bad a figure: his mother-in-law, tho' 
rather of a vulgar extraction, makes both 
a good wife and mother. And if fo; 


Eu v, how infinitely are thoſe requi- 


Vol. I, I fices 
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ſites to be eſteemed in a married life, be- 
fore beauty and fortune; not; but I think 
it is moſt eligible, when they all join; 
but if they are only to be had ſeparately 
the. former is undoubtedly of the moſt 
value, | 

You tell me, my dear child, that you 
cannot think of marrying your Couſin 
Dick: recollect yourſelf, my love; tho” 
God forbid, that I ſhould ever think of 
forcing your inclinations, yet I moſt 
fincerely wiſh, to ſee you happily ſettled 
before I die; an event, my EMiLy, 
which, according to the common courſe of 
nature, cannot be a great way off. 

What objection have you to your 
Couſin ? He is, as far as I can judge of 
him, ſenſible, good natured, and accom- 
pliſhed ; and a fine figure, every one muſt 
allow him. Perhaps, my dear, it is 
ſome little pique you have taken againſt 
him, which, it is poſſible, time may wear 
off; perhaps you do not as yet, EMILY, 

| know 
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know your own mind. I know, my dear 
girl is now and then apt to be a little 
giddy — take my advice for once; try 
him for two or three months longer before 
you give him an abſolute denig} ; and if 
at the end of that time you continue in 
the ſame mind, I will freely give up all 
thoughts of ſeeing you united; tho? at the 
ſame time, if it could be to your mutual 
ſatisfaction, I know nothing would make 
me more truly happy. 

I am glad you bchaved fo prudently 
with regard to Captain CRossy ; let Miſs 
SEAGROVE's fate be a warning to you, 
how you enter too rafhly into engage- 
ments, without the knowledge of your 
friends, and take care how you fix your 
affections on an unworthy object: there is 
no medium in the marriage ſtate to ſuſ- 
ceptible minds; you are either happy or 
miſerable for liſe. 

How careful ought we to be then, in 
makinz ſuch a choice: but I dare fay, 

LA my 
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my love, I need not caution you againſt 
ſuch imprudence ; you are a good girl, and 
love me too well to make me miſerable by 
an improper conduct, in ſo material a 
point; and tho'I would by no means force 
your inclinations, yet I ſhould wiſh to be 
conſulted, and allowed a negative voice, 
in caſe I ſaw you going to commit a deed 
which might tend to make you unhappy to 
the end of your days. You know I would 
not controul you, my dear EMILY, in any 
thing that is likely to give you ſatisfaction ; 
but young people are too apt ſometimes to 
be led away by appearances, and the con- 
ſequences of ſuch deception generally 
prove fatal, From ſuch kind of evils, 
with the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, with- 
out whom all our reſolves are vain, I 
would guard my dear grand-daughter ; and 
as ſhe has given her word, which I know 
ſhe holds ſacred, I ſhall depend upon the 
performance of her promiſe, the moment 
ſhe diſcovers the leaſt change in her heart 


In 
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in favour of any man whatever, that ſhe 
will acquaint me with it, I am now 
called to attend your poor grandfather, who 
I'm afraid is really worſe. Adieu, my 
dear girl; my prayers and bleſſings attend 
you, and believe me to be 
Your affectionate grandmother, 
ELIZABETH RAVENSWORTH. 


LATTER 
Miſs SEAGRove to Miſs DAN BV. 


TD EJOICE with me, my dear CHAx- 
LOTTE, we have got our EMILY 
again: Mr, RAVENSwWOoRTH has been 
extremely ill, and ſhe has left Mrs. 
CLAYTON, who is now out of danger, to 
come and attend upon him. She was ſo 
azitated with the news of her grandfather's 
danger, and in ſuch a hurry to leave town 
as ſoon as ſhe had received Mrs. RAavens- 
woRTH's letter, which informed her of it, 
that, ſhe ſays, ſhe never once thought of 
3 waiting 
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waiting upon you, till ſhe was almoſt at 
H.. . ; when ſhe did not think it quite 
ſo convenient to turn back for that pur- 
poſe. 

She has never been in bed ſince ſhe 
came; and by her exceſſive care, Mr. 
RAvENSWORTH has to-day, for the firſt 
time, quitted his, He is ſo pleaſed with 


her for her uncommon tenderneſs and- 


aſſiduity (which between you and I has, 
J fincerely believe, ſaved his life, as Mrs. 
RAVENSwORTEH herſelf is too old and 
infirm to be of any aſſiſtance to him; 
and Miſs Parry, by her neglect, endea- 
voured rather to increafe his diſorder than 
otherwiſe) that I dare ſay, ſhe has gained 
ſo great an influence over him, I need 
no longer fear an information being made 
againſt me to my father and mother. 

She brought home with her Dicxy 
RavenswoRTH, and a Couſin Tommy. 
Such a booby, my dear; I believe you 
never ſaw a greater curioſity than he is in 


your life, 


ti 
te 
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He does nothing but eat from morning 
till night —Tho'I ſhould leave it to EmiLY 
to give you a deſcription of his character; 
I believe no pen but her own is capable 
of doing him juſtice, 

He deteſts Aunt PaTTY, and when- 
ever ſhe contradicts him, always threatens 
to kick a certain part about her, which ſhall 
be nameleſs, — He is very fond of both his 
couſins, and is almoſt in love with Miſs 
Harrtor MANNING; and after all, he 
is both handſome and good natured : if he 


had but 2 better underſtanding, or a little 


more poliſhing, he would be paſſable as 
the world goes. 

His couſin has given him a taſte for 
finery, and his whole diſcourſe (when 
eating is out of the caſe) runs upon em- 
broidered waiſtcoats and laced cloaths. 

He has been to day up ſtairs, for his 
firſt viſit, to his grandfather; he was 
eating ſome bread and butter, when the 


ſummons was ſent for him to attend the 
"- old 


— 
—  — 
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old gentleman, Mrs, RAVENSWORTR 
deſired him to lay it down, and finiſh the 
remainder at his return; but he ſaid, he 
choſe to carry it with him, nor could 
all our perſuaſions induce him to part 
with it, 

Away he went, with his face greaſed 
up to the eyes, and ſtamped up ſtairs like 
a coach-horſe, EMILY met him at the 
door; For ſhame, Tommr, ſays ſhe, 
what a noiſe you make ! bleſs me, you are 
eating again too; lay down your bread 
and butter, and make your appearance a 
little decently. —Wounds ! you're plaguy 
nice, methinks; do you, think I don't 
know how to behave myſelf, as well as 
you can tell me? Finding it was in 
vain to oppoſe him, ſhe ſuffered him to 
eater, 

Mr. RavenswoRTH ſhook his head 
at his appearance, tho' he had been pre- 
pared for it before — So, Tommr, ſays 
he, how happens it you did not come to 

lee 


MISS RAVENSWORTH. 121 


ſee us ſooner? I hear you have been in 
this part of the world ſome time. 

Nay, as for the matter of that, ſays 
Tommy, I ha'ant been aboun three weeks 
in all; and ſo I thought, as father told 
me, this was an odd out o't way plaice, I 
maight as well go to London firſt, and ſee 
the lyons and Poles, and ſich like cu- 
rioſities, as not; and I thout I ſhould 
have time enough in conſcience to ſpend 
with you and couſins beſides, 

Well — and you are eating, I ſee too, 
ſays the old man; did you not get your 
breakfaſt with the reſt of the family? 

Aye, ſays he, but I generally make it 
a rule to get a nuncheon or two afore 
dinner. 

Well, Tommy, it's a ſign you have 
good health, however, when you eat ſo 
heartily, 

No, fir, ſays he, you're woundily out 
there, for I'ſe ſorely troubled wi't worms; 
PII upho'd you, is I, Worms, fays 

ExMzL x, 
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ZMILY, the gnawing worms, I imagine. 
Did ever mortal hear ſuch an aſs ? 

You may be leſs *free of your neames, 
howſo.never, Miſs Pert, returned he; but 
I tell you I is trgubled wi't worms, and 
vary fairly too; I have ta'en a deal of ſugar 
plumbs, and they've de' un me a vaſt o 
good. Do you think I knows not what Tse 
ſaying on? (By the way, young RAvens- 
WORTH fays, he is always: quacking him- 
ſelf, and that you may perſuade him he is 


abſolutely dying of any diſorder you think 


proper to mention.) 

Yes indeed, Tou Mx, ſays Mr. RAvENs- 
woRTH, you ſeem to be 2 very ſenſible 
young man; however, as I am rather in- 
clinable to ſleep at preſent, I will excuſe 
your company till by and by. + 
| Why, ſays Tommy, I: wiſhes you 
better ; and down he came, and ſoon after 
him EmiLy, who gave us, in her 
humorous way, an account of the whole 
dialogue, The next letter you have from 
| me, 


”— yo 
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me, my dear CHARLOTTE, it is very pro- 
bable, EMiLY will be the bearer of, as I 
imagine ſhe will return to Mrs. CLAx- 
TON, as ſoon as Mr. RAVENSWORTEH is 
well enough to get down ſtairs. She 
has not ſaid much yet to Miſs PAaTrTy : 
her grandfather's indifpoſition has ſo 
wholly employed her time and attention, 
that we hardly ever ſee her but at meal 
times, Adieu, my dear CHARLOTTE ; if 
you ever ſee my HARRY, remember me to 
him, and tell him to hope the beſt, Oh! 
CHARLOTTE, if he ſhould prove un- 


faithful, it will for ever deſtroy the peace of 


Your aſtectionate 
HENRIETTA SEAGROVE. 


L& 3-3 8K: NIE, 


Miſs RAVENSWORTH to Miſs DAN RV. 


AM to write to you, my dear Miſs 
Dansy, to acquaint you that our dear 
HENRIETTA is, at preſent, incapable of 
performing 
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performing that office herſelf, She i; 
really very far from being well; but as 
her indiſpoſition proceeds in a great 
meaſure from a perturbation of ſpirits, oc- 
caſioned by the unexpected arrival of her 
father and mother here yeſterday; I hope, 
that two or three days will re-eſtabliſh 
her health again, as firmly as ever, 
With much difficulty was our old virgin 
compelle.| to filence, with regard to our 
ſweet friend; but, however, the ſtrict in- 
junctions of my grandfather, and the com- 
bination of the whole family joined, ſo 
effectually anſwered our purpoſe, that the 
old folks remain ſtill ignorant of what our 
piece of antiquity ſo earneſtly wiſhed to 
acquaint them with: I need explain my- 
ſelf no farther; you know the affair of 
Captain Crossy. 
Indced I much fear, Miſs Dansy, 
that our Henwny's wiſhes will never be 
accomplithed ; Mr. and Mrs. SEAGROVE 
ſeem determinately bent to oppoſe them; 


and 
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and I know their daughter's amiable diſpo- 

ſition too well, to ſuppoſe that ſhe will ever 

marry without their conſents, Not, but 

[ muſt at the ſame time aſſure you, if the 

young gentleman was at all worthy of 
her, and I had the ſmalleſt influence, I 

would uſe the utmoſt eloquence I was 
miſtreſs of, in perſuading her to run away, 
and pleaſe herſelf in a matter which, in 
fact, ſhe alone is concerned in. But ſhall 
I tell you, Miſs DAx Y —I don't think 
this Captain CRosBY, will ever make her 
happy. From the little knowledge you 
have of me yourſelf, and more you may 
have heard from your friend, you may be 
aſſured I ſhould not talk in this manner 
without ſome ſubſtantial reaſons, — W hat 
thoſe reaſons are, it is not neceſſary to 
declare. I only ſincerely wiſh Miſs SREA- 
GROVE happy, and am afraid fhe ſtands 
but little chance for it, from the quarter 
ſhe expects: ſhe is a moſt amiable and 
agreeable girl, and deſerves a more ſincere 
and faithful lover, 
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I can't think what end her parents can 
propoſe, in leaving her here ſo long; — 
they think ſhe is out of the way of her 
lover, — What then — they can't think 
to detain her with us for ever; and ſhe 
ſtands the ſame chance of ſeeing him 
again, when ſhe returns to London, let 
that be when it will. I dread leſt they 
ſhould have ſome other match in view 
for her; in ſuch a caſe, I would not 
anſwer for her life. Oh! Miſs Daxsry, 
what a ſhocking thing it is to be troubled 
with tyrannical parents? Surely, nature 
never meant to give them ſo extenſive a 
power over us, as the generality of them 
unjuſtly uſurp. Well —I will never be 
controuled in my choice of a huſband, 
that's pos; Lord, the matrimonial pill is 
hard enough to ſwallow at any rate, 
What, in the name of Liberty, muſt it 
be when we are obliged to take it by 
conſtraint ? Horrid —No— Hexwry ſhall 
never be forced, I'm determined ; I'll turn 
Knight- 
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Knight-errant in her defence myſelf firſt, 
Is it not a pity, I was not a ſpectator of 
the liſtening ſcene ? How delighted ſhould 
I have been, to have defeated the cunning 
of our ſtale piece of hypocriſy; tho', I 
think, we have got one in the houſe that 
trims her off to ſome purpoſe: A couſin 
of mine, Miſs Dangy, Maſter Touuv. 
Henwy ſays, ſhe has mentioned him to 
you before, We had a curious ſcene 
yeſterday, a little before the arrival of 
Mr. and Mrs. SEAGROVE. 

He has taken it into his head, to fall 
moſt deſperately in love with Miſs Har- 
RIOT MANNING ; and as the only way 
he has of expreſſing his paſſion, is dictated 
by pure nature; ſo, whenever he has an 
opportunity of finding her alone, he lays 
his paws upon her, and kiſſes the poor 
girl till the is terrified out of her ſenſes, 

Yeſterday he found her in a walk in 
the garden, and began his courtſhip in 
the uſual ſtrain ; when he was interrupted 


by 
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by Miſs PAT TY — So, very fine, Sir, — 


very fine, Ma'am, — theſe are pretty kind 
of doings upon my word; I ſhall go in 
and aſk my father tho”, if he is contented 
to allow this ſort of behaviour, 

Wounds, ſays Tom, you may go and 
be hanged, an you like; don't come trou- 
bling us with your ould maidiſh gibbe- 
riſh ; who cares a f.. t for you, think 
you? | 

At this delicate ſpeech, Mrs. MAR- 
THA's fury almoſt exceeded all bounds :— 
You good for nothing blockheaded booby, 
ſays ſhe, T'll teach you to talk to me in 
this inſolent ſtrain; I'll have you turned 
out of the houſe this inſtant, you naſty 
oaf, I will. 

As for being good for nothing, I hope 
I'se not ſo like yourſelf as that comes to 
neither, our old Miſs; and as for your 
- neames, look ye, keep them to yourſelf, 
and give them to thoſe that want 'em, for 
if you call me any more, I ſhall have 

| a woundy 
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a woundy mind to kick better man- 


ners into you, What a-dickens do you 
mean by your Jaw ? — Naſty, quoth 1 
Egad, I would not be as naſty as ſome 
folks are, for all the Indies are worth. — 

The dialogue was here interrupted, by 
a ſervant's coming to acquaint them with 
the atrival of Mr. and Mrs. SEACROVE; 
or elſe, I queſtion but it might have 
ended in a downright battle, 

This was freſh cauſe of vexation for 
Mifs Par, as it prevented her from pro- 
elaiming the cauſe of her wrath, till the 
departure of the company. —Poor HEx- 
NY, When the coach drove up, was very 
near fainting; and it was near half an 
hour, before ſhe was able, with the aſſiſt- 


Ance of my arm, to get down ſtairs. 


They received her very affectionately : 


Mrs. SEAGROVE herſelf ſeens to be a 


good-natured woman, but there is ſome- 
thing very odd in her behaviour to her 
daughter; ſhe never feems to interfere 
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with her in the leaſt; no more than if ſhe 
was an abſolute ſtranger, — Mr. StAa- 
GROVE indeed ſeems to be maſter, in 
every ſenſe of the word, and makes his 
wife neither more nor leſs than a mere 
cypher, — Oh! how affronting that is, 
Miſs Dansy : I ſhould never out-live 
the being treated with ſo little conſe- 
quence, What a ſweet help-mate ſhould 
I make to one of theſe important tyrants ? 
I'm inchanted at the thoughts of it, — 
If ever fate ſhould place me in ſuch a 
ſituation, (which, by the way, I don't 
intend it ever ſhall) how I ſhould enjoy 
the opportunity of revenging ſome of my 
own ſex, by thwarting and breaking the 
hearts of two or three of thoſe deſpotic 
wretches, who vainly give themſelves the 
titles of our lords and maſters : depend 
upon it, if ever my inclinations ſhould 
ſuffer the leaſt conſtraint, I ſhall be as 
good as my word, But to return to our 
company. 


Mr. 
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Mr. SEAGROVE hoped his daughter had 
conducted herſelf very well, during her 
ſtay at H. . . — (oh! how I doat upon 
ſuch a pretty infantine expreſſion) and 
had given none of the family any cauſe 
of complaint againſt her, 

My grandfather, who has juſt got down 
ſtairs after a ſevere illneſs, and is at pre- 
ſent inclined to be very good-natured, 
ſaid, That Miſs SEAGROVE was a very 
diſcreet young lady ; and he wiſhed that 
his family might have acquitted them- 
ſelves as much to her ſatisfaction, as ſhe 
had done to their's, 

Our ſweet friend bluſhed her thanks; 
I ſmiled mine; and Miſs PaTTyY toſſed 
up her head, with a fignificant look of 
her eyes (which, had they been obſerving 
her, could not have eſcaped their notice), 

I, who was fitting next her, whiſpered 
her, Aunt PaTTy, I'm afraid you are 
not well, child, your face looked itrangely 
diſtorted juſt now; you're not going into 

K z convul- 
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convulſions, I hope. — Ceaſe your imper- 
tinence Miſs, or leave the room, — No, 
my ſweet maiden, fays I, I am not tired of 
our company yet; if you are, I would re- 
commend that remedy for yourſelf, as you 
ſeem not to be in a humour for converſa- 
tion. 
My grandfather hearing a kind of diſ- 
pute between us, deſired to know what 
was the matter. 

The matter is, Sir, anſwered I, of too 
much conſequence, to be divulged at pre- 
ſent. Aunt Parry is troubled with 
an incurable diſeaſe, which the mention 
of always increaſes; ſo I ſhall keep it 
for your private ear, if you are not ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it already, 

Diſeaſe, cries CyMon,. (you gueſs who 
he is, I ſuppoſe) I ſhure, if you had ſeen 
her this morning, you'd have bleſſed your- 
ſelf, and thouht her ſtark ſtaring mad: 
I was only kiſſing this young lady a bit, 
(turning to HARRTOT, who bluſhed ſcar- 
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let deep) and ſhe fell upon me in ſuch a 
fury, I thought ſhe was going out of her 
wits — it's my belief ſhe begrudged them. 
If I had not been her nephew, I ſhould 
have fancied ſhe was in a paſſion, becauſe 
I was not kiſſing of ſhe, — 

Sir, ſaid ſhe, turning to her father, 
do you ſuffer me to be perpetually plagued 
with the inſolence of your inſufferable 
grand-children? —I can bear it no 
longer —I am determined not to be teized 
after ſo abominable a manner, So ſay- 
ing, ſhe burſt into tears, and left the 
room ; but not till ſhe had heard a deli- 
cate expreſſion of CYMox's — The more 
you cry, the leſs you'll do ſomething elſe, 
and fo your tears will never hart you. 

However, he got a kind of reprimand 
for his unpqtiſhed behaviour; and very 
little more was faid till after tea; when 
our viſitors went away, telling HENNY, 
that they ſhould ſend for her to London 
again ere long, 
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And now, my dear Miſs Dansy, I 
find it time to conclude, with aſſuring 
you, that J ſhall ſee you in London in 
a few da;s; and that at my return to 
H. . . , which will be as ſoon as I 
have performed the office of god-mother 
to Mrs. CLayToN's little one, I ſhall 
hope for the pleaſure of your agreeable 
company, according to a promiſe made by 
both Miſs Dansy and her good Aunt, 
to whom I beg to be remembered ; and 
that you will believe me your affectionate 
end, and obedient humble ſervant, 

EMILY RAVENSWORTH, 


GE T3 Bb KR AV. 


Captain Crossy, 
To CHARLES DowninG, Eſq; 


XCUSE me, my dear CHARLES, 
ſor my long ſilence, and lament 
with me the cauſe of it. — Alas, my 
friend, I have not been myſelf; I am no 
longer 
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Jonger worthy of calling you by ſo re- 
ſpectable a name, — You who are ſo firmly 
attached to the ſtricteſt principles of 
honour ! how ſhall I dare to diſcloſe to 
you the ſecrets of my heart, afcer having 
forfeited all title to them myſelf, — And 
yet I muſt begin; for from your friendly 
advice alone, can I ever hope to extricate 
myſelf. 

I mentioned to you my honourable en- 
gagements with Miſs SEAGROVE, and the 
uncommon friendſhip I had experienced 
from young RAvENSWORTH, — How little 
did I deſerve the regard of either of them ? 

RAVENSWORTH, at the hazard of diſ- 
obliging his whole family, procured me 
at a ball, an interview with my (till 
then) beloved HENRIETTA ; but at the 
ſame time brought me acquainted with a 
divinity, it has ever ſince been my misfor- 
tune to adore, 

This angel is a couſin of his own, to 
whom he has for ſome time been contracted 
| K 4 with 
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with the conſent of all their friends, and 
with whom (as indeed, how can he avoid 
it) he is violently in love. 

Do you not already, CnakLEs, begin 
to condemn me: —*Tis too ſoon yet; 
the movements of the heart are involun- 
tary, and hitherto I have told you only, 
that I loved, — You will ſay, I ought im- 
mediately to have ſtifled this growing in- 
clination, and ever after have avoided the 
cauſe of it: this, my dear friend, I know 
would have been your conduct; but, pity 
my weakneſs, CHARLES, I found it im- 
poſſible, 

I could not even diſguiſe my coolneſs 
from the penetrating eyes, of Miſs SEA- 
GROVE; her pride would not ſuffer her 
to reproach me with it, but I could ſce 
ſhe was ſenſib] y affected by it. RAvxNs- 
woRTH alone remained unſuſpecting.— 
Shall I own to you, that I took advan- 
tage of his ſccurity, and betraycd the 
conſidence he placed in me, after having 

received 
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received from him the ſtrongeſt marks 
of friendſhip, conferred in a manner that 
increaſed my obligations; let me own 
my crime, 

He charged me, when I had an oppor- 
tunity of being alone with his couſip, to 
ſound her inclinations for him, by telling 
her, that he was taken ill, and would not, 
perhaps, be able to ſee her of ſome days, 
Inſtead of which, I pleaded my own 
paſſion, and endegyoured to prejudice 
her againſt him, by telling her, that he 
was no longer worthy of her love, ſincę 
he ſought to gain that of another 
woman. | | 

However, CHARLES, as a diſhonour- 
able action is ſeldom attended with ſucceſs, 
I reccived as a reward for my ingratitude, 
tie moſt mortifying reproaches from the 
enraged EMIIY; who is moſt tenderly 
attached to Miſs SEAGROVvE, and fo 
heartily deſpiſes me for my infidelity, that 
ſhe has baniſhed me her ſight for ever. 

After 
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After this, I, by appointment, met 
Miſs SEAGROVE at a ſtolen place of ren- 
dezvous, by the contrivance of young 
RAvensworTH ; the conſequence was 
a diſcovery, which no doubt has invol- 
ved them all in the moſt perplexing diffi- 
culties, | 

You ſee now, my dear friend, in how 
very blameable a manner I have acted, — 
You will condemn me, and I know I 
deſerve it; but let me aſſure you, I have 
ſo far ſubdued myſelf, that I am now ab- 
ſolutely determined to fulfil my engage- 
ments with Miſs SEAGROVvE : and reaſon 
(if reaſon had any thing to do with love) 
would certainly make her the object of my 
choice. You know I am of a ſentimental 
turn, CHARLES; and ſhe is poſſeſſed of 
all that delicacy and tenderneſs, and all 
thoſe amiable qual:fications, that render 
the matrimonial ſtate deſirable, 

After this deſcription of HEN RIETTA, 
and your perfect knowledge of my diſ- 

poſition, 
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poſition, will you not be amazed that my 
affections ſhould have wandered from her 
to the moſt inſenſible little coquet in 
nature— A woman, who regards our 
ſex but as ſo many creatures born for her 
uſe, to fetch and carry like her lap-dog, 
to be always in whatever humour ſhe 
pleaſes; and in ſhort, who, if ſhe 
married, would love her huſband but in 
the ſame degree with her monkey, and per- 
haps, not pay him half ſo much attention, 

I can eaſily, CHARLEs, imagine your 
aſtoniſhment at your friend's unaccount- 
able penchant for ſuch a woman ; but I 
may venture at the ſame time to aſſure you, 
that you are not one jot more ſurprized at 
it than myſelf; in one word, as I told 
you before, there is no ſuch thing as 
accounting for inclination, Though I 
know I ſhould not be happy with her, yet 
if my eternal ruin was to be the imme- 
diate conſequence of it, and I could obtain 


her conſent, I would marry her to-morrow. 


But 
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But that being impoſſible, I will endea- 
vour to obtain a victory over my refractory 
heart, and once more recommence the 
man of honour; (a character which [ 
Aatter myſelf I never forſeited dll now) 
and ſince I have not carried matters too 
far to retrieve, ſcriouſly determine upon 
amendment, Strengthen me with your 
adlvic? in this pious reſolution, CHARLES, 
and þelicve me 

| Your affectionate friend, 


Henry CRosdv. 


LETTER xv. 
Miſs SEAGROVE to Miſs DAN BV. 


NC E more, my dear CHARLOTTE, 

we have Joſt our agrecable Em1Ly, 
and you again enjoy a pleaſure I moſt 
ſincerely envy you; the pleaſure of ſceing 
her, and being entertained with her 
lively converſation. — I ſuppoſe you will 
receive this from her hands, 


I have 
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I have been very ill, or ſhe would have 
returned to town fooner; but am now 
greatly recovered, She tells me, the 
leaves Couſin Tommy, by way of com- 
forter to me, and is very ſure I eannot 
miſs her while I have fo entertaiffſing 4 
companion. How do you think they have 
ſerved Aunt Parry, CHARLOTPE ? 

Tommy being prodigiouſly affronted 
with her, for being a tell-pye, as he calls 
it, ſhe having diſcovered him making love 
to poor HaRkiorT MANNING, contrived 


2 ſcheme with young RavensWorTa' to 


go into her room one morning before ſhe 
was up, and try to put her into a paſſion, 
in which if they ſucceeded, (which to her 
ſorrow they too eaſily did) they were to 
take her up bed and baggage and carry 
her into the garden by way of cooler, 
This they did, my dear, and ſhe was 
found there in bed by Mr, RavensworTH 
himſelf, to his great aſtoniſhment, you 


may be fure, — Indeed it was ſome time 
before 
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before he could believe either his eyes or 
his cars, ſo thunderſtruck was he at the 
droll appearance ſhe made — [Ie came into 
the houſe juſt as we were all going to 
breakfaſt ; every ſoul of us females (even 
EMILY) ignorant of this affair. 

Pray, ſays he, which of you was it 
that laid my daughter PaATTY in the 
garden? 

PATTY in the garden, interrupted Mrs, 
RAVENSWORTH; What can you mean, 
my dear ? 

Mean, replied he, why, I mean that 
ſomebody has taken her, bed and all, and 
placed her out of doors upon the graſs plat. 

Mr. RAVYENSWORTH, ſays ſhe, you are 
dreaming, my dear, it's impoſſible We 
all ſtared, you may be ſure, and the two 
young men looked extremely grave, — 
God bleſs me, fir, ſays EMIL v, what do 
you mean? Aunt Parr in bed in the 
garden | We juſt miſſed her at breakfaſt, 
and were going to ſend up itairs for her. 


Look 
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Look ye, ſays Mr. RavtexnsworTH, I 
am very much miſtaken if you have not 
had a hand in this affair; as for her, ſhe 
was in ſuch a rage (as indeed ſhe well 
might) that ſhe could not make me under- 
ſtand who it was; but if ſome of you 
don't releaſe her immediately, ſhe will 
catch her death of cold — I cannot ſend 
the men ſervants to fetch her in ſuch a 
ſituation; you muſt ſome of you carry 
her clothes, and dreſs her before ſhe 
comes in, 

Ay, ay, that I'll do, ſays EmiLy, with 
all my heart ; who could not now forbear 
laughing at the oddity of the deſign, who- 
ever it was that had executed it. She then 
ran up ſtairs, and fetched an under pet- 
ticoat, bed-gown, &c. for Aunt Par, and 
away we all walked to the place where 
ſhe was laid. —It was now impoſſible 


to refrain from an immoderate burſt of 


laughter: conceive to yourſelf, my dear, 


how ridiculous a figure ſhe muſt make ; all 
deſcription on my part would be vain, 


t THE HISTORY Of 
EMILY ſpoke firſt — Good morning to 
you, Aunt PAT TV: you have changcd 


your apartment, I find; don't you think | 


it almoſt time to tiſt ? 
No words could deſcribe the fury of the 


entaged virgin: ſhe loaded us all with 


invectives; which ſerved only to inercaſe 
the ridicule of the whole; and indeed 
HARRLO T and T could not reſtrain our- 
ſelves within any fort of bounds. 

Pray; fays EMIL V very gravely, while 
ſhe was helping her to dreſs, don't you 


think your virtue was in ſome ſmall danger 
here, Aunt PAT TY? I wonder you ſhould 


chuſe a place ſo expoſed by way of ſleep- 
ing in: I queſtion whether your ſtrength 
could have made ſufficient reſiſtance, in 
caſe the gardeners had been tempted to 
commit a rape— And how they could 
refit ſo tempting an object, is fo me 
amazing!] But perhaps they have not ſeen 
you — Ah | if they had, Aunt Parr, 
you'd certainly have been raviſhed — 
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Don't you ſhudder at the thoughts of the 
danger you have undergone ? —In this 
manner did ſhe teize the forlorn damſel 
all the time ſhe was dreſſing her, and 
when that was done, we prepared to attend 
her into the houſe ; and now a difficulty 
occurred to Miſs PaTry which ſhocked 
her beyond meaſure — Hitherto ſhe had 
remained there unknown to any of the 
ſervants — but how to get the bed in? — 
that puzzled her extremely — ſhe could 
not bear the thoughts of their knowing 
her diſgrace, 

However it was unavoidable, and 
EMiLv's maid, with Mrs. Ravens- 
woRTH's, were diſpatched to fetch it in, 
with ſtrict charge not to mention it among 
the other ſervants, 

And now, when Miſs PArry was 
dreſſed, and made her appearance in the 
parlour, the murder all came out, and the 
young gentlemen were ſeverely taken to 
taſk; but they abſolutely denied having 
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any ſort of hand in it, and very ſeriouſly 
recommended it to their aunt to ſay her 
prayers, as they were perfectly convinced 
that the evil ſpirits had been buſy with her 
in the night, and deceived her by falſe 
appearances into a belief of it's being them. 

This increaſed her fury beyond meaſure; 
and had not the old gentleman with an 
abſolute tone commanded filence on all 
ſides, I queſtion but ſhe would have gone 
into fits with rage, 

Mr. RAVENSwWOoRTRH forbid them both 


the houſe, but they did not ſeem in an 


hurry to obey his orders; tho' young 
RAVENSWORTH is now gone to town 
with his couſin, but Tommy remains 


with us. Write to me ſoon, my dear, 


and believe me 
Your affectionate friend, 


H. SEAGRoOvE. 
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Miſs RAVEHNSwoR TH to Miſs SEAGROVE, 


ES, my dear, I have delivered your 

letter punctually, III aſſure you, and 
have ſeen ſomebody. —Who do you 
think, HENN VF —No body you care for 
to be ſure; Captain CRosBy is a perſon 
of very little conſequence in the eyes of 
Miſs SRAGROVE, I know, — And yet the 
poor wretch is dying, HEN NV, abſolutely 
in deſpair, for fear he ſhould never more 
behold the luſtre of thoſe fine eyes which 
have wounded him ſo mortally, — Poor 
thing, don't you pity him, my dear! 

] ventured to promiſe him a ſmall doſe 
of compaſſion on your part, provided he 
would endeavour to bear that load of life 
which at pr. ſent is ſo troubleſome to him, 
for a ſhort ſpace longer. Oh! theſe 
lovers are tireſome beings. — How can one 
poſſibly hear the ſame dull ſtory over and 
over again ten million times, and not deteſt 
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both the tale and the teller? I am abſo- 
lutely ſick of the very name of Love: — 
with there was no ſuch word in the dictio- 
nary. — Could we not contrive to have it 
ſtruck out, think you? — together with 
the whole catalogue of dying ſpeeches, 
formed for no other purpoſe, than to give 
one an abſolute ſurfeit of the creatures 
that make uſe of them, by way of recom- 
mendation, Oh |! of all things good Lord 
deliver me from a love tale: but what 
ſignifies talking in a rational {tile to irra- 
tional beings? I warrant you now, you 
would not be without this ſame ſenſible 
paſſion for the world; hey, Henny, — 
Ay, there it is now, I ſuppoſe, while I 
am pitying you, my ſighing friend, you are 
ſincerely deſpiſing me for my inſenſibility. 
And you really glory in your penchant 
for this pretty fellow, do you, my dear? — 
Well —I fee you are incorrigible, and 
all good advice from the ſober matronly 
EmiLy, being thrown away upon you, 1 
will 


ll 
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will procced with giving you an account 
of my own adventures, 

Numerous as the attractions of your 
friend are, my ſweet HEN N, do not 
wonder that ſhe is teized to death with 
admirers ; but ſuch a lover ! A lord, Miſs 
SEAGROVE, — I would not have you be 
envious ; but to be ſure he is a jewel of a 
man, quite of the pea green pattern, PN 
aſſure you — Oh! I dic at the thoughts 
of being my Lady WiLToN, with a coach 
and ſix, and covered with diamonds from 
head to foot. 

Don't you think this a more eligible 
ſcheme, my dear, than marrying a country 
ſquire, and being plain Mrs. Ravens- 
WORTH all the days of one's life? Hold 
your tongue, HEN NY, I know what you 
are going to ſay; Couſin Dicky is a fine 
gentleman — Oh ! I know he thinks him- 
ſelf ſo; but for all that he is in fact 
neither more nor leſs than a downright 
country ſquire; I am determined to call 
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him ſo, and therefore be quiet, Miſs Se a- 
GROVE, and don't interrupt me any more — 
What, ſhall it be ſaid, that the gay, the 
lively EmiLY, ſo every way cut out to 
ſhine in the character of a peereſs, ſhall 
ſubmit to end her days in obſcurity, when 
ſhe has ſo fine an opportunity of making 
ſome eclat in the world ? No, no, Vanity 
forbid, 

»Tis true, this ſame Lord WILTO has 
the character of a rake, —W hy — ſo much 
the better ; I ſhall have the honour of re- 
claiming him ; reformed rakes you know, 
my dear, make the heſt huſbands, Now 
do I fee you putting on a grave face, and 
ſaying : —Why, ſurely, this girl's diſ- 
tracted — Inſtead of being able to reform 
a huſband, ſhe wants a ſober grave man 
to work a reformation in herſelf. — Do 
you think ſo, my dear? — Oh, HENNY, 
HENNVY, pray don't be a prude: — You 
know nothing of the matter. You ſenti- 
mental ladics all run a moſt violent riſque 

of 
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of leading apes. — I'm afraid, in ſpite of 
this ſame Captain CRossyY, your doom is 
fixed for a ſingle life; you'll certainly 
ſentiment yourſelf into that thing called 
an old maid. — Shall I give you a defini- 
tion of the word ſentiment ? I love to be 
conciſe, HENN Y; I'll give it you in one 
word — A ſentimental woman, according 
to my ideas of things, (which I acknow- 
ledge to be different from the generality of 
ideas now extant) is neither more nor leſs 
than a downright prude, — Delicacy and 
ſentiment ! mere words of courſe, child. 
pray have nothing at all to do with them. 

I'm afraid, my dear, you are not calcu- 
lated to ſhine in high life ; poor Delicacy 
would cut a ſhocking figure in the beau 
monde. Aſter all, ſhall I, or ſhall I not, 
have this ſame lord for better for worſe till 


death us do part? Strong temptations are 


hard to be reſiſted: if I conquer my pen- 
chant for being a lady, I ſhall think my- 


ſelf an abſolute philoſopher, 
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And now, HENNY, before you give 
your advice, you are curious to be ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances which 
introduced me to this right honourable 
beau, together with his figure, addreſs, 
&c, Well, HN NY, you ſhall be ſatisficd, 

I met him, my dear, in the park; I 
was walking there with Miſs DAN RV and 
Couſin Dicky. He being an acquaint- 
ance of the latter's, joined us; and my 
bright eyes have ſo powerfully attracted 
him ever ſince, that he has ſcarce ever 
been abſent from us, 

Yeſterday he made me a formal declara- 
tion of the moſt ardent paſſion, that ever 
inſpired the breaſt of man; talked much 
of flames and darts, and vowed he ſhould 
never be able to ſurvive my cruelty ; but 
ſooner than ſuffer the excruciating tor- 
ments which would be the undoubted con- 
ſequence of my diſdain, he would put a 
ſpeedy end to an exiſtence, which without 
me would be rendered inſupportable. 

This 
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This ſpecimen is ſufficient, HEN NY; 
you know I am remarkably compaſſionate, 
and you are not ignorant how I doat upon 
theſe kind of die away fpecches : you can't 
doubt then but I was quite complying and 
good natured. To ſee now how people 
may be miſtaken, Toute au contraire, up- 
on honour ; don't be ſurprized, my dear, 
a lady of my whimſical genius is hable to 
change you know, I burſt out a laugh- 
ing, told him, fate had been unkind to 
the ſtage, in making a lord of one who 
ſeemed ſo every way calculated for the 
buſkin; thought he was quite a hero, 
thanked him for the diverſion he had 
afforded me, and whenever I found myſelſ 
inclinable to the vapours, would ſend tor 
him by way of antidote, 

He was rather diſconcerted at my 
method of anſwering him, and was 0 


ing to proceed with aſſurances of love and 
fidelity; but I begged of him not th over 


fatigue himſelf, I had got enough for one 
dolc ; 
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doſe; and riſing, with an immoderate fit 
of laughter, left the room. 

I entertained Mrs, CLayToN for ſome 
time with this ſcene, and was ſtrongly 
tempted, to have afforded a little diverſion 
to couſin Nicky; but was afraid thc 
wretch ſhould preſume upon my cruelty 
to his lordſhip; and I was likewiſe ſcar- 
ful, he ſhould reſent the peer's unfortu- 
nate fendre for me, and I intend to be 
adored a little loager, hefore I permit him 
to be run thro' the body on my account. 

Mr. CLayToON is gone out of town; 
his wife has got down ſtairs, and ſees 
company, Your charming CHARLOTTE 
is often with us; and if I don't miſtake, 
there is ſomething in her eyes ſhe can't 
conceal in ſavour of young Ravens- 
woRTH. I ſincerely wiſh, I could (cc 
them happy together, for I poſitively never 
mean to marry him myſelf, 

Her aunt ſeems to be a gool-natured 
woman; ſhe laughs ſometimes at my little 

ſallies, 
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ſallies, and ſeems not to have forgot, that 
the was once young herſelf, 

There is an old maid too in the family, 
(you know who I mean, I ſuppoſe) the 
houſekeeper, that tells CARLO TE, I am 
the moſt handſomeſt young lady that ever 
ſhe ſecd in all her life. I plague her ſome- 
times about her virginity, but ſhe takes it 
all in good part, tho? I endeavour to per- 
ſuade her, that the is often mortiſied at it. 
You know I have declared open war a- 
gainſt all antiquated virgins, for the ſake 
of our Antique at home ; but this ſeems 
uncommonly good-natured, — Sent for in 
a hurry — What can be the matter? Ex- 
cuſe me, Miſs SEAGROVE, I will return 
and finiſh my letter as ſoon as poſſible. 


IN CONTINUATION, 


Oh! HNNY, I'm in ſuch a flutter, fo 
overjoyed | — What, do you think was 
the occaſion of my being interrupted ? — 


Neither more nor leſs, my dear, than an 
invitation 
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invitation to a maſquerade, which is to be 
given by one of Mrs, CLayTow's ac- 
quaintance a fortnight hence: by that 
time ſhe will be able to accept it, and we 
ſhall go. 

I poſitively am not able to write any 
more: Oh! how ſhall I wiſh this fort- 
night over, I muſt inſtantly go and con- 
ſult about a drefs, to diſplay my chars 
to the greateſt advantage. Adieu, HEX NY, 
I ſhall neither think nor dream of any 
thing but maſquerades till the time comes ; 
"Qs given by a man of great faſhion. 

Your friend, Miſs Dansy, will be 
there; for Mrs. CLayTON is deſired, to 
carry any of her acquaintance ſhe fhall 
think proper, 

I with I could get leave to have your 
company, HENN V. — But I had forgot, | 
am talking to the fober Miſs SEACROVE. 
J dare fay, you had gather enjoy one half 
hour's converſation with your HARRx, 
than go to the moſt brilliant aſſembly in 
England without him, 
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I pity your taſte, my dear ; for no huſ- 
band in the world, I am perfectly per- 
ſuaded, could be of half the conſequence 
to me, as this delightful maſquerade, 

Oh! dear, I had forgot to tell you too, 
that my young Barriſter has been to ſee 
me, who danced with me at colonel HoRN- 
BY's; he is ſighing here for ever too, — 
But I loſe time, while I am talking about 
theſe creatures, who are too much honour- 
ed by my mentioning their names, tho” 
even by way of abuſing them. Once 
more adieu, my dear HEN NY, and believe 
me ſincerely yours, 

EmiLY RAvENSWORTH. 


LETTER XVyY. 


Miſs EmiLy RavensworTH, 
To Mrs. RaveEnswoRTH, 
AM fo totally at a loſs, my de# 

madam, for any kind of ſubje&, where- 


with to entertain you, that I believe 1 
| ſhould 


158 THE HISTORY OE 


ſhould acquit myſelf with more honour by 
an abſolute ſilence, than by an aukward 
attempt to compoſe an epiſtle without any 
kind of matter to work on. One thing, 
however, I muſt tell you, by way of con- 
tradiction to a former letter you received 
from me about captain CRos Y, which is, 
that I believe he is once more become 
worthy of my dear HenrIETTA. He has 
expreſſed a ſincere penitence for his crime, 
appears really concerned at his ſeparation 
from Miſs SEAGROVE; and I once more 


wiſh it was in my power to promote their 


mutual happineſs, 

I think it is not impoſſible for you and 
my grandfather to perſuade Mr. SEA“ 
GROVE to give his conſent, — Oh ! my 
dear madam, if there is any chance for 
ſucceſs, let your EMILY make it her re- 
queſt to the beſt of parents, to uſe her ut- 
moſt endeavours towards making that ami- 
able girl happy. She” is certainly deſery- 
ing of a better fate; and I can never be 

| 3 perfealy 
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perfectly at caſe myſelf, while I know her 
worthy heart is ſuffering the moſt acute 
affliction. 

I don't know what this ſame love is, and 
I do really hope I never ſhall ; for I never 
ſaw any one who felt it yet, but they were 
miſerable, To be ſure all things are poſſi- 
ble; but it ſeems to me the moſt unlikely 
of all events, that ever I ſhould fall in 
love: and yet I have got a lord for an 
adorer, and he has almoſt perſuaded me 
that I am a goddeſs, 

Really, madam, I think I am very much 
cut out for her Ladyſhip ; and if the man 
that is tacked to the title was but a little 
more agreeable, couſin Dick would ſtand 
a worſe chance than ever he did in his life ; 
tho', heav'n knows, his affairs were never 
in a very flouriſhing ſituation, 

As it is, I believe I am in no great 
danger ; my heart is guarded with a toler- 
able ſhare of indifference and contempt for 
the pretty jewels, who take ſo much pains 


to conquer it, * 
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I have made a new acquaintance ſince ! 
came to town, a lady juſt come out of the 
country; a relation of Mrs. CLAyYTON's, 
her name SANDHAM: a moſt agreeable 
woman; but fhe wears a kind of dejec- 
tion upon her countenance, which always 
makes me melancholy when I ſee her; and 
fills me with a kind of impertinent curi- 
oſity we women are famous for being trou- 
bled with, 

I fancy tho', I need not go far to ſeek 
the cauſe, as ſhe has got a huſband who is 
the greateſt brute in nature, and who uſcs 
her moſt ſcandalouſly: the time I have 
been acquainted with them, I never ſaw 
him ſober; tho' it is but ſeldom we have 
the honour of his company, he chooſing 
that generally among journeymen taylors 
and ſhoemakers, You may imagine, how 
ſuch a behaviour muſt depreſs the ſpirits 
of a woman of real ſentiment, which ſhe 
ſeems to be, 

She was, I ſuppoſe, forced into the match 
by a mother, whoſe obſtinacy and bar- 


\ ba rity 
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barity has no equal, I] long to know more: 
of her hiſtory, as I really find myſelf in- 
tereſted for her; and, as [ imagine, I by 
this time may have inſpired you with the 
ſame curioſity, I will acquaint you with 
every circumſtance about her, as ſoon as 
I come to the knowledge of it: and, with 
your leave, if I can procure her company, 
without that of her nauſeous huſband, I 
will give her an invitation to our houſe at 
HMH. | 
Adieu, my dear madam, I beg to be 
reſpeafully remembred to my RG 
and am 
Your dutiful and affectionate 
EMILY RAVENSWORTH., 


LET FER SL 


Miſs Dansy to Miſs SEAGROvVE. 


LAS, my dear, my amiable friend, 
how can I fit down to tell you the 
dy news, with which after all you 


Vor, I. M muſt 
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muſt be made acquainted : Oh ! Henyy, 
my dear HEN NY, our EMIIY — How 
fall I proceed? — Our amiable Emiry 
is loſt; no one can give any account of 
her ; ſhe is gone, perhaps, for ever. 

Mr. Clayton and young Ravens- 
WORTH, who were entruſted with the 
care of her, are half diſtracted ; but I will 


endeavour to recollect myſelf, and give a 


full account of this unfortunate affair, 
juſt as it happened, 

Mrs. CLayToN was invited to a maſ- 
querade given by the Earl of G...; and 
with her was to carry what acquaintance 
ſhe thought proper. Our charming EmiLy 
was elated beyond meaſure at the thoughts 
of it; and at length, the wiſhed for day 
arrived. | 

Mrs. CLAYTON, EMILy, myſelf, young 
RAvENSWORTH, and a young Barriſter, 
who is an admirer of EmiLy's, and whoſe 
name is Mr. OaKHam, were the party. 
We went in chairs, — Miſs RAavens- 


WORTH 
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WoRTH habited like Fortune, myſelf like 
a Nun, Mrs. CLayToN 4 Quaker, young 
RAVENSWORTH like a Harlequin, and 
Mr. OAKHam a Shepherd. 

There was a large company ; and to 
me who never ſaw ſuch a thing before, 
the whole ſeemed to make a moſt elegant 
appearance, I am not in ſpirits to tell 
you, all the witty things that were ſaid 
upon the whimſical dreſs of our young 
friend ; numerous were the requeſts made 
to Mrs. Fortune; but this is not a time 

to give you an account of them, 

A young Gentleman in a blue domino 
came up to her, and aſked her, If ſne 
could help him to a good wife, ſenſible, 
pretty, and good-natured, I don't know 
whether ſomething in the tone of his 
voice, fatality or what other motive in- 
duced her to it, but certainly, inſtead of 
anſwering him in that ſtile of raillery 
which ſhe did all the reſt, ſhe ſoftened 

der manner of addreſs, and ſaid: Why 
M 2 indeed, 
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indeed, you have made the moſt rational 


petition I have heard to night, and I am 
ſomething inclinable ty favour you, were 
it in my power; but, pray my young 
| ſpark, where do you think to meet with 


a damſel poſſeſſed of all theſe qualifica- 
tions? — Senſible, pretty, and good na- 


tured !— How can you think to find a 
Being which never exiſted ? — You ſhould 
have a wife made on purpoſe for you : 
beſides, how can you prove yourſelf en- 
titled to ſuch a woman? — A man, as 
men go now, ſays ſhe, was he to be 
matched according to his deſerts, would 
mect with a mighty indifferent kind of. 
help-mate. 

Why, ſays he, I know but of one way 
to be happy then, and that is by marrying 
Fortune herſelf ; She can always beſtow 
happineſs when the pleaſes; and in re- 


turn, I will preſent her with a heart in- 
capable of change. —I will always be 
devoted to her alone, and ſtudy by my. 


aſſiduity 
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"afſiduity and conſtancy to render myſelf 
worthy of her love, 

The goddeſs was caught, Hxxxr, ſhe 
heſitated, — I never knew her heſitate for 
an anſwer in my life before. 

Sure, ſays ſhe, (with rather a falt'ring 
accent) you would not truſt ſo fickle 
a goddeſs with your eternal happineſs ? 
Why, ſhe would jilt you every day — Do 
you think, ſhe would favour her huſband 
more than the reſt of her votaries ? No 
rather leſs—Fortune would never be fo un- 
faſhionable as to be reformed by Matrimony. 

The youth told her he would willingly 
run the riſque, and was ſure he ſhould 
not fail of being bleſſed with ſo lovely a 
Deity. 

Many more things of the ſame kind 
were ſaid ; and he attached himſelf to us 
for the reſt of the evening, EMILY 
danced with him, and they ſeemed wholly 
engroſſed by each other's converſation, — 
Never did I ſee her appear ſo amiable. 

M 3 After 
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After ſhe had danced ſome time, we 


withdrew from the ball-room to an ad- 
Joining one, where was ſet out a moſt 
elegant ſupper, at which we all unmaſked ; 
and I could fee our young couple were 
extremely pleaſed with each other: in 
ſhort, I am a good propheteſs, for our dear 
girl, in ſpight of all her former indiffer- 
ence, was fairly in love, 

Young RAVvENSWORTH ſcemed very 
much diſpleaſed with her attention to the 
ſtranger; and in order, I ſuppoſe, to 
pique her, addreſſed himſelf entirely to me, 
was my partner all the night, and ſaid fo 
many gallant things, in a manner peculiar 
to himſelf, that had they really come from 
his heart, would have made too deep an 
impreſſion on the mind of your poor 
CHARLOTTE, 

And has it not had that effect already ? 
will my ſweet HENN Y ſay : Why, I don't 
know, my love; this unfortunate affair, 
coming upon us ſo ſuddenly, has not 

given 
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given me time to examine the ſituation of 


my own heart, — Poor EMILY - my whole 
concern is on account of that truly 
amiable girl. 

After ſupper we renewed our dancing 
till about three in the morning, when the 
company all ſeparated. 

Miſs RavenswoRTH gave the young 
ſtranger leave to ſee her the next day, and 
he handed her (as we thought) into her 
chair ; but alas, we were miſtaken, for we 
never ſaw her fince, 

Her ſervant came home ſoon after us, 
but ſeemed entirely ignorant about his 
miſtreſs; whom, he ſaid, he had waited 
for ſome time, but finding ſhe did not 
come out, imagined he had miſſed her, 
and that ſhe had come home before him. 

TI thought the fellow looked as if he 
ſpoke falſe, and it's my firm belief he has 
been bribed : as I am certain Miſs Ravens- 
woRTH would not get into her chair 
without ſhe ſaw her own ſervant with it. 

M 4 My 
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My ſufpicions at firſt fell upon the young 
ſtranger — but he came the next morning 
to enquire after his fair partner; and 
when we acquainted him with the ac- 
cident, the agitation of his countenance 
plainly proved that he was entirely in- 
nocent. Indeed I fincerely pity him; 
for he ſeems to be moſt violently in 
love with her, and I am very ſure he 
ſtands the beſt chance of ſucceſs with her 
of any other of her admirers ; his name 
is BLANCHE, he is only ſon to a gentleman 
of fortune, is perfectly accompliſhed, with 
an elegant perſon, and a fine underſtand- 
ing, joined to the molt inſinuating addreſs 
I ever ſaw; but after all, what does it 
ſignify ? 

If EmiLy really likes this young man, 
ſhe will ſuffer doubly in her confinement 
wherever ſhe is: and oh! HENNY, I 
tremble when I conſider her violent ſpirit, 
and what may be the conſequence, — She 
— who has never been uſed to any kind of 

contra- 
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contradiction —W ho knows, what lengths 
a reſtraint of the ſort ſhe now undoubtedly 
ſuffers, may drive her to? — In ſhort, I 
tremble for her life, 

Young RAvEnSWORTH is like a mad- 
man; Mrs. CLAVTON does nothing but 
cry; and I viſit them every day to parti- 
cipate of their affliction. How can this 
affair be broke to the fond grandmother ? 
Better let her ſtill remain in ignorance, — 
Poſſibly chance may lead us to ſome know- 
ledge of her preſent abode, We don't 
know whom to ſuſpect, — Lord W1LTON 
is the only man of her acquaintance, I 
ſhould think, would dare be guilty of ſuch 
violence, He is gone into the country 
too; young RAVENSWORTH has been at 
his houſe, He was one of the company 
at the maſquerade : — perhaps he is the 
raviſher ; and if ſo, my dear, how do I 
tremble for our poor friend, he is the moſt 
abandoned libertine in town; oh! heav'ns, 
I dic with apprehenſions for her, — Adieu, 


my 
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my dear Henwy ; I know you'll join your 

prayers. with mine, that my next epiſtle 

may contain better news; and believe me 
Ever Yours, 

CHARLOTTE DaANsy. 


LETTER M. 
Lord W1LToN to Sir RonBerRT BoYLE. 


MY. ay, Bos, I have got the little 

gypſey at laſt ; ſhe is ſafe now, I'll 
warrant her, and ſhall pay dear for all her 
ſaucy treatment of your friend, I bribed 
her ſervant at the maſquerade, and carried 
her fairly off to my own houſe in Leiceſ- 
ter- fields. 

When ſhe came in, and found herſelf 
in a ſtrange houſe, ſhe ſtared about, look- 
ed for her ſervant,- (whom by the by I ſent 
home directly) and aſked my houſekeeper, 
who attended with a candle, Where ſhe 
was, and thro' what miſtake ſhe had been 
carried there? nothing daunted, and little 
expecting 
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expecting what hands ſhe had fallen into, 
She has a bold ſpirit ; and ſo you will find 
thro' the courſe of my narrative: but I 
will tame it, before I have done with her, 
or break that little ſtubborn heart, which. 
has given me ſo much uneaſineſs. 

BeTTyY told her, If ſhe would walk in- 
to the parlour, ſhe would be preſently in- 
formed. — Informed ! ſaid ſhe, what do 
you mean? Pray now call my chair, and 
let me inſtantly be carried home, — No, 
ma'am, ſays ſhe, I cannot do that; but 
if you'll pleaſe to walk in there, you will 
find a good fire, and one that will let you 
into the myſtery. — Oh! very well, ſays 
ſhe, and bolted into the parlour, where I 
was ready to receive her, 

She rather drew back, and with a diſ- 
dainful toſs of her head, So, lord Wi1L- 
TON, ſays ſhe, this is your ſcheme, I ſup- 
poſe. How durſt you, Sir, preſume to uſe 
this artifice to get me into your power ? 
Did you think my contempt for you be- 

| fore 
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fore was not ſufficient, but you maſt tak? 
ſuch pains to make me deſpiſe you ten thou- 
ſand times more thoroughly ; inſtantly ſend 
for a chair, and let me be gone, or expect 
in a very ſhort time, you ſhall ſeverely an- 
ſwer for this outrage, 

I ſmiling replied, My charmer, don't put 
yourſelf in a flutter — nor diſcompoſe that 
pretty countenance, which was formed for 
pleaſure, by an ill-timed rage, I have ſent 
for a poſt-chaiſe, my love, and therefore 
prepare to alter your dreſs, and attend me 
to my country ſeat ; my houſekeeper will 
furniſh you with what neceſſaries you want, 
and you will be pleaſed to get ready as ſoon 
as poſſible ; you ſce I am equipped to at- 
tend you (TI had my riding dreſs on, and a 
brace of piſtols laid on the table beſide me, 
which I generally travel with, and on theſe 
occaſions in particular). | 

Inſolent ! ſays ſhe. Look ye, lord WII- 
TON, I am very reſolute ; you can neither 
intimidate me with your threats, nor your 
Wet | imper- 
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impertinence. Inſolent and wicked, as 1 


know you to be, and capable of the vileſt 
purpoſes, I fear you not at all; I am al- 
ways for myſelf a ſufficient guard: you 
could not have hit upon a worſe perſon in 
the world to play the fool with, than your 
humble ſervant ; (coming and ſeating her- 
ſelf at the table by me) Now don't you 
think it would be much more eligible to let 
me go home quietly without any further 
diſturbance; really, lord WiLToN, you 
will cut a mighty filly figure in this affair 
(looking at me with a compoſed kind of 
archneſs) don't you begin to feel yourſelf a 
little auk ward ? You never appeared 
mighty wiſe, Prithee, man, take my advice 
and be convinced, you are naturally ridi- 
culous enough, without taking pains to ap- 
pear more the ideot than you already are. 
Faith, Bos, ſhe has a peculiar manner 
of ſaying things, which diſconcerts one ex- 
tremely, i 
Come, Sir, fays the, with an elevated 
voice, you have played the fool long enough 
4 1 to 
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to tire my patience ; will you let me go? 
(ſhe was going to ring the bell, without 
my perceiving that ſhe had ſecured one of 
the piſtols) No, my angel, ſays I, I can- 
not exiſt without you, and I am determin- 
ed now, you ſhall make me happy. 

Sir, returned the little d.. . I, I find 
you are reſolved then to drive me to extre- 
mities: — ſelf-defence is the firſt law of 
nature; and therefore, I'll ſee if this wea- 
pon will do me juſtice, So ſaying, ſhe 
| cocked the piſtol; and as I was going to 
wrench it from her, diſcharged it at me; 
but luckily it fixed in the wainſcot, and 
did no other damage, 

Now, madam, faid I, are you content- 
ed, will you alter your dreſs, and prepare 
to attend me, without my having recourſe 
to violent meaſures, which I had rather 
not make uſe of? While I was ſpeaking, 
NzEp came into the room, and told me the 
Chaiſe was at the door, 

Well, Miſs RavenswoRTH, ſays I, 
will you go up ſtairs with BET Ty, or ſhall 
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T hand you into the chaiſe as you are? — 
Neither one nor the other, anſwered ſhe ; 1 
tell you again, I will go home. 

Nay then, I muſt oblige you, I find, to 
go in as you are; and was going to ſeize 
her, in order to convey her to the door, 
when ſhe ſaluted me with a box on the ear, 
which wanted not her good will to knock 
me down ; but the hand was rather too. 
flight for that, tho' the blow was ſpirited. 

When ſhe found reſiſtance was vain, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe would change her dreſs; and ac- 
cordingly, had things prepared for that 
purpoſe : that done, I conveyed her to the 
carriage, and we whirled off, as quick as 
four bays would carry us to B...; where 
we now are, | 

Soon after day-light appeared, I obſerv- 
ed her writing ſomething with a pencil ; 
but as ſhe ſeemed both lively and compoſed, 
I did not take much notice of it: —ſhe 
ſaid, They were verſes upon Knight-erran- 
try, addreſſed to me, and ſhe would ſeal it 
and ſend it. 


* 
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Indeed, I obſerved her both direct and 
eluſe it with a wafer, (which ſhe had 
in her pocket) but when ſhe had done, 
the threw it out at the window, — Now, 
ſays ſhe (with one of her ſaucy ſmiles) as 
it is directed to you, depend upon it 
you'll be receiving it one of theſe days. 

F would have ſtopped the chaiſe, but 
Nev, the only fervant we had with us, 
was gone on before, and I had given the 
poſt-boys ſuch a ftrift charge to go on 
ſwiftly, and not top, that J could not 
make myſelf heard, I doubt it is ſome- 
thing that will be fatal to my ſcheme, for 
ſhe has a contriving head, and generally 
ſeems ſo perfectly compoſed, and at her 
eaſe, that there is no underſtanding her. 
All the way we travelled, and the whole 
time ſhe has been here, ſhe has by turns 
ridiculed and ſcolded me. There is none 
but our old gardener's wife to wait upon 
her ; and her ſhe can't bear the fight of. 

I I cannot prevail on her either to break- 
faſt, dine, or ſup, with me: — The other 
day, 
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day, I ſent her a very preſſing invitation, 
and upon her refuſal, ſent a ſecond time; 
which provoked her to ſo violent a degree, 
that ſhe puſhed the old woman from the 
top of the ſtairs to the bottom, Did you 
ever know ſo confounded a vixen ? 

I then went up ſtairs myſelf, in hopes 
to prevail on her ; but ſhe told me, with 
a reſolute tone, ſhe would immediately 
leap out of the window, if I attempted to 
approach her (and I ſincerely believe ſhe 
is capable of keeping her word,) I never 
was inclinable to uſe force with her, 
becauſe I would gladly obtain her conſent 
to become my lady WiLTon, She is a 
fine girl, and her fortune will be of ſervice 
to me: but even if ſuch had been my 
deſigns, I ſhould be cautious of putting 
them in execution, as I dread the violence 
of her temper : tho”, if I marry her, I 
will break her heart or conquer it. — No 
impolitic ſcheme when ſhe has been my 
wife a few months, you know, Bog. She 

Vor, I, N may 
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may decamp then, as ſoon as ſhe pleaſes, 
but at preſent, I ſhould chuſe to preſerve 
her life a little longer. Adieu, Bos, you 
ſhall hear from me again, as ſoon as any 
thing material occurs, to acquaint you 
with; in the mean time, I remain 
Your ſincere friend, 
CHARLES WILTON. 


CES I ER XX, 
Miſs Dansy to Miſs SeaGRove. 


E have got a letter, Henny — 

A letter from our EmiLy — In 
the ſtrangeſt manner — This girl has a 
peculiar method of doing every thing. 

I was at Mrs. CLayToN's yeſterday 
morning, in company only with herſelf, 
and young RAVENSWORTH ; (none of us 
you may be ſure in the moſt compoſed 
ſtate of mind) when a ſtranger was an- 
nounced, and in walked a moſt elegant 
figure, very near as handſome as young 

RAVYENS- 
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RAVENSwWoRTH; and upon my word, 
| ſoon after, when I heard his agreeable 
tidings, I began, I believe, to think him 
for a few moments a great deal hand- 
ſomer, 
He approached Mrs. CLayToNn, and 
with inimitable grace delivered her a 
letter; — This, ma'am, TI believe, is in- 
tended for you, ſays he; it came to my 
hands in a moſt extraordinary manner, 
and in this cover ; producing another piece 
of paper, which he preſented her with. 
The moment ſhe caſt her eyes on the 
ſuperſcription, ſhe exclaim'd, with a degree 
of rapture : — Bleſs me, it is from EmiLy. 
Where is ſhe, dear Sir ? how does ſhe ? 
when *ſhall we ſee her again? with a 
whole ſtring more of ſuch queſtions, which 
were demanded all in a breath, and re- 
echoed by young RAVENSWORTRH, and 
myſelf. 
The gentleman could ſcarce help ſmiling 
at our curioſity; but referred us to the 
N 2 letter 
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letter for farthet ſatisfaction; as, he. ſaid, 
he found it in a morning's walk, about a 
mile from his own houſe, in the middle of 
a turnpike road; but deſired us, firſt to 
read the cover in which it was inclofed, 
It ran thus ; — If this ſhould chance to 
fall into the hands of a gentleman, he will 
have the ſatisfaction by delivering the in- 
cloſed, as directed, of reſcuing a young 
lady of fafhion and fortune, from the 
hands of violence, and reſtoring peace to 
a family who are in the preateſt diſtreſs 
for the loſs of her; if into thoſe of a 
perſon, to whom any pecuniary gratifi- 
eation would be acceptable, they may 
depend upon being ſatisfied to the utmoſt 
of their wiſhes.” 

The letter itſelf, nothing daunted in 


her terrifying ſituation, acquaints us, that 
the raviſher is Lord WILTroN; but bids 
us be under no apprehenſions, as, ſhe 
_ imagines, his deſign is more upon her 
fortune than her perſon ; ſhe thinks herſelf 
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in no immediate danger ; but, in ſhort, I 
will get the letter from Mrs. CLAYTON, 
and incloſe it to you. 

The ſtranger is prodigiouſly pleaſed with 
the courage and contrivance of the lady; 
has offered to turn knight-errant in' her 
favour ; and Mr. RavensworTH, together 
with your HARRY, Mr. Oa&Han, and 
young BLANCHE, are ſet out this day to 
go and ſtorm Lord WiLTon's caſtle, 
Mrs. CLayTox, and I, would have 
adviſed them to have taken proper officers, 
but they thought it moſt prudent to follow 
their own ſchemes ; (men have that, filly 
way you know, HEenwy, of fancying they 
underſtand things better than us) — and 
may joy and. ſucceſs attend their enter- 
prize. Oh! how I long to ſee our 
beloved EmiLy! Mrs. CLayTon dies 
with impatience to behold her ſweet friend 
again ; and, I dare ſay, you are equally 
deſirous of being aſſured ſhe is once more 
ſafe among us. Adieu, my love, read 

N 3 the 


132 THE HISTORY OF. 


the incloſed letter of your little heroines, 
and tell me, if you don't envy her that 
fine ſpirit which ſupports her in a tryal, 
under which, I doubt, either you or I 
ſhould ſoon ſink with the moſt frightful 
apprehenſions. Once more, heav'n bleſs 
you; and believe me, moſt ſincerely and 
affectionately yours, 

CHARLOTTE DANBY. 


P. S. I had forgot to tell you, that the 
ſtranger is a moſt intimate friend of your 
HARRV's; they call him CHarRLEs Down- 
ING, Eſq; and that CRospBy deſires, in 
the tendereſt manner, to be remembred to 
his beloved Miſs SEAGROVE, 


Sz TER XXL 


Miſs RavensworTH to Mrs. CLayToN, 
(Incloſed in the foregoing. ) 


T AM confined, my dear Mara, yes I 
am, indeed; your EMILY is really 
deprived of her darling liberty, and yet 
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has hitherto ſurvived it. Ay, and will, 
Mrs. CLAYTON, if it is only to be 
revenged of the brute who detains her; 
the horrid, deteſted, vile Lord WiLTON ! 
Oh, my MARIA, how ſhall I find words 
bad enough to expreſs my averſion to ſo 
abominable a wretch : I could almoſt be 
tempted to be guilty of perjury, and ſwear 
a robbery and murder againſt him, for 
the dear delight of ſeeing him hanged. 
Oh!] the tranſcendent joy of ſeeing him 
ride backwards in a cart to Tyburn, 
kneeling with his hands in a praying 
poſture, and his night-cap over his fore- 
head, with a parſon at his right-hand, 
preparing him for a decent exit; while in 
a few hours afterwards, would be heard 
crying about the ſtreets, The laſt dying 
words, ſpeech, and confeſſion, of the 
Right Honourable Lord WIL rox, for a 
moſt bloody, barbarous, and inhuman 
murder,” — Rapturous thoughts, let me in- 
dulge you a little, for heaven's fake, 

811 N4 I have 
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I have been examining his face fome 
time, and am fully perſuaded he will die 
a, violent death; he really has a Tyburn 
countenance : did you never make ſuch 
an obſervation, my dear ? — No matter, 
Whether you did or no; (tho', I think, 

.by the by, it could not have eſcaped your 

notice, but a lady of my judgment and 

diſcernment can never be miſtaken) My 
life to a china-orange, MARIA, I prove 
a trug propheteſs. 

After all, I don't half like this confine- 
ment of mine ; *tis true, I'm under no 
apprehenſions from the monſter : I know 
my fortune to be his only aim; and con- 
ſequently, ſuppoſe my perſon to be in no 
ſort of danger. I imagine, he thinks, 
when J am tired of living in a cage, I will 
marry him for the ſake of liberty, — 
Senſible creature; — but theſe males are 
ſo clever in their conjectures, ſo wiſe, ſo 
penetrating ! (Ah ! EmiLy, take care; 
always ridiculing theſe imaginary lords of 
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the creation : what not one worthy being, 
called a man, exiſting ? be cautious, my 
friend, EuiL v, leaſt by a too raſh judg- 
ment, you caſt an odium on the under- 
ſtanding of your own ſex, and on that of 
yourſelf, in particular) So far, ſays Con- 
ſcience, 
Why really, my ſage adviſer, I think 
you are in the right, — No won't 
pronounce too deciſively : Why, there 
may be men in the world to be ſure, — 
Yes, it is poſſible, I ſay; I fancy there is 
a poſſibility of the world's affording one 
tolerable kind of man, perhaps, but I 
never met — Ha! hold, how do I know 
that? Why, very true, indeed, I can't 
be certain of that neither. I fear Pm on 
the wrong ſide of the queſtian : I'll een 
give it up, I think, and call another ſubject. 
I'm thinking, Marta, whether or 
no ſay, I was ſuppoſing, (oh ! hea- 
vens, what a compariſon) that if the ra- 
viſner had been that pretty young maſque- 
rade 
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rade ſpark, I ſhould not have felt myſelf 


quite ſo much en colere againſt him, as I 
am with the fright that ſits next me, at 
preſent. Ah! me, why did fate confine 
fo maſculine-a ſpirit in ſo tender a frame; 
Why am I ſo weak, oh! MARIA, why 
cannot I tear the monſter piece- meal? — 
How impotent is the rage of woman ? Let 
me cool a little; I have worked myſelf up 
to ſuch a degree of fury, that I can hardly 
reſtrain my nails from (at leaſt, attempt- 
ing) to pull out thoſe ugly ſtaring eyes, 
which provoke me beyond my ſtrength. — 
There, MARIA, after a ſhort pauſe, and 
-upon reflection that I am writing to my 
moſt amiable friend, I am become a little 
better humoured: may you ſoon get this 
letter, and releaſe your EMILY from ſo in- 
«cligible a ſituation ; but tho' diſagreeable, 
don't let it make you uneaſy, my love, as 
I again repeat it to you, that I am not un- 
der the leaſt apprehenſions about further xio- 
lence of any kind, at leaſt for the preſent. 

898 Take 
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Take care, my good friend, of acquaint- 
ing my grandmother with her EmiLy's 
misfortune ; perhaps, I ſhall be among you 
again, before ſhe need know that I am 
miſſing. I dread the grief ſhe would ſuffer, 
from the knowledge of ſo unlucky an 
event : her tenderneſs for me would ſug- 
geſt to her many needleſs fears, with which 
I wiſh her to be ever unacquainted, 

The gentle HenrifETTA too; may ſhe 
likewiſe remain ignorant of my misfor- 
tunes: her own concerns are too much for 
her amiable and ſentimental breaſt, with- 
out being oppreſſed by the afflictions of 
others; for whom, (tho' even quite indif- 
ferent to her) I know ſhe cannot help 
feeling moſt ſenſibly. As for my ſweet 
MARIA, I know ſhe will upon the receipt 
of this letter quiet her fears, and regard 
this matter in its true light, more dĩſagree- 
able than dangerous, and no otherwiſe to 
be attended to, than by applying as ſpeedy 
a remedy to it as poſſible, OO 
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My couſin Dicxy knows lord Wit. 
ToN's country ſeat ; and there, I ſuppoſe, 
he intends to carry me. I die with im- 
patience, till I have once more the pleaſure 
of embracing my dear Maria, and the 
agreeable CHARLOTTE DanBY. Adieu, 
my love, and believe me 

moſt ſincerely yours, 
EMILY RAVENSWORTH, 


LETT MA. 
Lord WiLTON to Sir RonerT BOYLE, 


HI the jade, Bop! That letter ſhe 
threw from the window of the chaiſe, 

it was to acquaint Mrs. CLAYTON with 
her enlevement, and the author of it: by 
the greateſt chance I came to the know- 
ledge of her ſchemes, and defeated them. 
I ſent NED to town the other day, to 
enquire the ſituation of the family, how 
they were affected by, the-loſs of her, and 
whom they ſuſpected as the raviſher, &c. 
And 
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And he was informed by her old ſervant, 
(whom I told you h bribed at the maſque- 
rade) that they had juſt received a letter 
from her, acquainting them, that ſhe was 
at my country ſeat ; he ſaid, it was found 
on the road by one Mr. Downins, and 
brought by him immediately to the family ; 
whoſe intention it was to fally forth the 
next morning, in a large body, to deniand 
her of me, and call me to a ſtrict account 
for the outrage I had committed. 

NED, upon this information, ſet out im- 
mediately, and got home time enough for 
me to remove her, before their arrival, 
She made great reſiſtance to being forced 
a ſecond time into a poſt-chaiſe. 

I told her, ſhe ſhould then conſent to 
make me happy, and become my lady 
WILTON, at once; but ſhe anſwered me, 
That ſhe hoped firſt to ſee me ſuffer the 
moſt ignominious death, to which ſhe was 


| ſure my crimes would one day bring me. 


(Pretty propheteſs ]) Surely, I ſhall tire 
Th her 
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her out at laſt; if not, I have one kind of 
force left to uſe, which, I think, will 
oblige her to a compliance, 

She is the moſt obſtinate little d. . . 1 
that ever was born; ſhe has not, I believe, 
been once in bed, ſince we left London; 
ſhe eats very little, and that never in com- 
pany with me : ſometimes I am permitted 
to attend her to the garden, and that is the 
only time ſhe will admit of my company, 
without falling into rages,” which I ſome- 
times fear will be fatal to her. 

What a little untameable ſpirit ! but it 
muſt, ay, and ſhall be conquered, Bos, 
when J have her. in my power: never will 
I give up the privileges of a huſband, to 
ſuch a little ſaucy vixen. I have now 
brought her to farmer HARROw's, an 
honeſt tenant of mine; who, for the ſake 
of enjoying his farm a year rent free, may 
be bought to eternal ſilence. 

They have got a pretty daughter too, 
whom EMILY is very fond of; and it is 
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in ſo retired a place, that it's next to an 
impoſſibility theyghould ever find her out. 
Upon the whole, I think ſhe is better diſ- 
poſed of here, than at my houſe. 

But the little KiTTY, the farmer's 
daughter, BoB; egad, ſhe's very pretty — 
ſo languiſhing, ſo tender: I'm half— half! 
nay, quite in love with her. She's not ſo 
handſome as EMiLY, to be ſure, but by 
far the moſt deſirable woman. — In ſhort, 
tho? I admire Miſs RAVvENSWORTEH for her 
beauty, I am diſguſted by her exceſſive 
haughtineſs and pride. — So majeſtic and 
forbidding. Oh] the dear delightful ſoft- 
neſs of the rural KITTY; had that girl 
been deſtined for the beau monde, ſhe'd have 


turned the heads of half our young Eng- 


liſh nobility. — Libertine as I am, I know 
how to admire the unaffected modeſty and 
delicacy of this young ruſtic, before all the 
faſhionable levity of the moſt beauteous of 
our women of quality. | 

Tho' my EMILY has a different charac- 


ter from theſe, tho? ſhe is entirely free from 
| all 
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all kind of affeQation ; yet ſhe is formed 
by nature with ſo great aſhare of diſdain- 
ful pride, and cutting indifference, that ſhe 
is, in every reſpect, (excepting that of for- 
tune) perfectly unamiable; all fire and 
violence in her diſpoſition ; every word ſhe 
ſays, ſo keen, that it pierces to the very 
ſoul. She deſpiſes and hates me, yet ſhe 
ſhall ſtill be mine; but even then there is 
a diſdainful coolneſs in her behaviour, 
which while I endeayour to conquer, will 
ſtab me to the heart. If the lovely Krr- 
TY had her fortune, I think I ſhould be 
tempted to reform; ay, Bos, I ſay reform, 
and make a downright tender fond, ſigh- 
ing, faithful huſband, 

But in the mean time ſhe is a pretty 
piece to play with; and I want ſomething 
to conſole me, for the mortification I 
endure with this confounded little fury, 
And ſhall I then endeavour to deſtroy ſo 
much youth, innocence, and beauty ? — 
Conſcience avaunt ! I will not liſten to 


thy 
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thy dull ſage inſtructions — KiTTy was 
formed for love and me ; and while I know 
her heart is capable of ſoft ſenſations, ſhall 
I forego the bleſt occaſion? — No; by 
heav*ns I'll begin the attack; and reward - 
myſelf for the contempt I have endured 
from the ſcornful Miſs EmiLy. Adieu; 
I know thou wilt applaud my ſcheme : 
and therefore, pray that ſucceſs may attend 
Your ſincere friend, 
WILTON, 


EET TER AX 


Miſs SEaGRove to Miſs Dansr. 


OW you rejoice me, my CHAR- 
LOTTE, by your laſt heart enliven- 

ing epiſtle.— My dear pretty EmiLy ; 
how can I bear to think of her diſtreſs ; 
the gentle EMIL V, whoſe heart beats for 
every pain which can afflict the breaſt of 
others, muſt ſhe herſelf become ſubject to 
the worſt of evils, which can be inflicted 
VoI. I. O on 
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on ſo volatile a diſpoſition as her's: fo 
cruel a confinement! Oh! CyarLoTTE, 
I know her diſpoſition better than you 
do; and thro' all that courageous firmneſs 
ſhe affects, am fully ſatisfied ſhe ſuffers in 

the moſt ſupreme degree. | 
Ves, ſhe is in love, CHARLOTTE : her 
letter, the ſtile and manner of it, tho” 
againſt her inclination, plainly betray the 
feelings of her heart. Alas! my poor 
EmiLy, how does your grateful, fond 
HenRIETTA, feel for the anxieties thy 
tender boſom ſuffers. No CHARLOTTE, 
my EMILy will never complain; ſhe has a 
noble ſpirit, and will not ſuffer ſmall 
afflictions to pet the better of it. But this 
is no trifle ; ſhe is too generous to give us 
uneaſineſs, and therefore turns it off in the 
beſt manner poſſible; but her own heart 
ſuffers more exquiſitely, Oh! love, I 
know thy power, too well —I know the 
miſery attending abſent lovers; and 1 
know my once gay, lively friend, with 
paſſions 
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paſſions ſtrong as her's are, muſt te 
wretched beyond expreſſion: but ſoon 
again, I hope to embrace the amiable girl, 


and ſoon to ſee her happy in the arms of a 


deſerving man, who loves, and is equally 
beloved by her. 

None of the family here know any 
thing of her loſs. Mrs. RAVENSWORTEH 
wonders ſhe does not hear from her; but 
attributes it to a round of company, which 
take up her whole time. Dicxy Ravens- 
WORTH was here t'other day, and told 
them ſhe was very well: Indeed, CHAR- 
LOTTE, he is a charming fellow: if my 
heart was not pre-engaged, I think I 
could almoſt fall in love with him myſelf, 

Surely, this young BLAxchE muſt be 
ſome phenomenon, ſuch as never yet ex- 
iſted ; otherwiſe our EmiLY, who has 
proved herſelf on his account not to be 
inſenſible, could never ſlight the handſome 
RAVENSWORTH. 


CrMo, as our poor friend calls him, 


_ extremely offended at his Couſin 


O 2 RICHARD, 
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RicHaARD, for ſo ſeldom paying us a viſit, 
I don't think any inducement, could have 
kept the youth ſo long among us, but his 
love for HARRITIOT MAnninG, She is 
really a ſweet girl, but too ſmall a fortune 
to meet with the approbation of old 
RAVvENSWORTH ; who, as I have already 
told you, would barter his ſoul for money : 
and indeed, if his conſent was poflible to 
be obtained, I imagine the young lady 
would not be quite ſo complying, as ſhe 
is diſtreſſed to death at the zendres of the 
ſquire. | 
* Miſs PaTry, and he, are continually 
at variance ; they live in open war with 
each other: and I do verily believe, that 
one time or other, a downright battle will 
be the conſequence of their eternal quarrels, 
A few days ago we were viſited by Mr. 
and Mrs, Hornsy, Mrs, GRAHAM, an 
aunt of Mrs, HornBy's, and Miſs HAR- 
RIOT, and another gentleman and lady. 
Mrs. Hornsy very politely enquired after 
Fo. Miſs 
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Miſs EmiLy ; and while Mrs. Ravens- 
woRTH was anſwering her compliment, 
maſter 'TomMyY, obſerving his aunt to 
turn up her lip with a contemptuous 
motion, thundered out in an alarming 
tone of voice, accompanied with a loud 
laugh: Halloo, ſmoke the old maid, ſhe 
is going into fits, Ecod, if ſhe did not 
make herſelf look as like one o't witches i 
Mackbeth, juſt now, as ever ye ſeed; 
By jingo, ſhe looks ſae hagged and ſae 
wiſned, that an ſhe was to act i' ſike a 
charactere, foalks at did'n't know her 
would be flaid out at” playhouſe. Had 
the pencil of Ho AR TH, I might perhaps 
attempt to delineate to you the pictures of 
the whole company at this ſpeech ; but as 
I have not, your fancy muſt ſupply the 
place of colouring. 

Miſs PaTTy's rage, terrified the ſpec- 
tators out of all riſible inclinations, 
which the oddity of the ſpeech and the 
method of delivery would otherwiſe have 
occaſioned ; they fat filent for a good 

while ; 
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while; at laſt Mes. RavensworTh ven- 
tared to aſk what was the matter. 
Touux anfwered, I know not ; but 
every time Couſin Emmy's mentioned, 
auld Envy here diſtorts her feace juſt as if 
ſhe were going into fits; fhe quite 
flays me I's ſure : an ſhe had lived fome 
years ago ſhe'd ha” been burnt for a 
witch, 

Vou impudent ſaucy Hackandged you, 
fays Miſs Parry, I ſhalt acquaimt my 
father with your impudence, and have you 
turned out of doors directly. 

Why what's matter, ſays CyMon, what 
do you quarrel] wi” me for, tho' Pse a 


| _ good tolerable ſort of a young man, yet as 


se neither o' your own fex, nor ſo hand- 
ſome as Couſin Emmy, I can't ſee wherein 
ye envy me, | 

- You dirty raſcal you — She was going 
to proceed, but was again interrupted, — 
Don't call neames, auld fuſty, ſays he, or 
1 ſhall be certain ſure to kick your 
you kick me, you good for nothing dog 
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ou, ſays ſhe, how dare you talk to me in 
ſuch a manner. 

Mrs. RAvRENSWOR DTH, confuſed beyond 
meaſure, gave them both a reprimand, and 
begged of them to be @ little more decent 
than to diſturb the company by their ill 
timed quarrels : but in vain ſhe remon- 
ſtrated ; they jarred on till Miſs PaTTY 
was forced to quit the field, and then all 
became peace and guietneſs again. Tho" 
I could eaſily perceive, that Mrs, GRA- 
nan, who is an old maid, was not quite 
ſo well pleaſed with the inuendo's thrown 
out by the yaung aul, againſt antiquated 
virginity. 

The company * after took their 
leave; and again did Miſs Parry renew 
her quarrel with CY Mod, by acquainting 
Mr. RavensWwoRTH with his behaviour, 
He excuſed himſelf, by ſaying that he 
loved Couſin Eur, who was a good 
natured pretty ſenſible girl, and could not 
bear to have her ridiculed by ſuch an ugly, 
malicious, envious old b.. . h. 


Mr. 
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Mr. RayensworTH- faid, he ſhould 
be politer i in his language tc to bis aunt, and 
icularly in his preſence, where he: 
would ſuffer no indecent! behaviour, He 
then began to enquire into the cauſe of” 
Miſs Parv s bearing ſo great a dilfike to 
ſo worthy a neice: a behayiour' ſhe coulck $ 
give no juſt reaſon for, ahd. therefore was. 
obliged to retire from the #dom i in tears. 2 | 
This, my dear, i 18 the prtſent ſituatiom 
of our fatnily; is it not à moſt deſirable: | 
ene? When” will m father again fuffer. = 
mer te- S at home Why, will he dif- 
truſt ar clabghter Who Joues him ſo ten⸗ : 
derly Far; ely, my mother would not 
be ſo har# -hcarted; but. The I know Is. | 
not miſtreis r her on inclinatians: 
Ohl Cnaryorze, you ſaid, your aunt 
would renew her ec ꝗquaintance with Mrs. 
RAVENSWORTH:: do, my lovely friend, 5 
come and beſtow- ſome: e on the 


-__—_ heart broken 5 N 
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